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When the world speaks of "love," it often means unconditional acceptance. Many churches have adopted this
mind-set in their practice of membership and discipline-if they have not done away with such structures
entirely. "Yet God's love and God's gospel are different than what the world expects," writes Jonathan
Leeman. They're centered in his character, which draws a clear boundary between what is holy and what is
not. It's this line that the local church should represent in its member practices, because the careful exercise
of such authority "is God's means for guarding the gospel, marking off a people, and thereby defining his
love for the world."

So how should churches receive and dismiss members? How should Christians view their submission to the
church? Are there dangers in such submission? The Church and the Surprising Offense of God's Love
responds with biblical, theological, and practical guidance-from both corporate and individual perspectives.
It's a resource that will help pastors and their congregations upend worldly conceptions and recover a biblical
understanding and practice of church authority.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Yale:

The actual book The Church and the Surprising Offense of God's Love: Reintroducing the Doctrines of
Church Membership and Discipline (9Marks) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book
very suited to you. The book The Church and the Surprising Offense of God's Love: Reintroducing the
Doctrines of Church Membership and Discipline (9Marks) is much recommended to you you just read. You
can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Helen Leduc:

The publication untitled The Church and the Surprising Offense of God's Love: Reintroducing the Doctrines
of Church Membership and Discipline (9Marks) is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can
see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when
write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You
also can get the e-book of The Church and the Surprising Offense of God's Love: Reintroducing the
Doctrines of Church Membership and Discipline (9Marks) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free
time.

Manuel Britton:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching
from it. It is named of book The Church and the Surprising Offense of God's Love: Reintroducing the
Doctrines of Church Membership and Discipline (9Marks). You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to
read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other
place.

Joshua Atkins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this The Church and the
Surprising Offense of God's Love: Reintroducing the Doctrines of Church Membership and Discipline
(9Marks).
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