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From The Two Gentlemen of Verona in the early 1590s to The Two Noble Kinsmen at the end of his career
around 1614, Shakespeare wrote at least eighteen plays that can be called ‘comedies: afar higher number
than that for any other genre in which he wrote. So what is a Shakespearean comedy? We associate these
plays with such themes as mistaken identities, happy marriages, and exuberant cross dressing, but how
representative are these of the oeuvre as awhole?

In this Very Short Introduction, Bart van Es explores the full range of the playwright's comic writing, from
the neat classical plotting of early works like The Comedy of Errorsto the corrupt world of the so-called
problem plays, written in the middle years of Shakespeare's life. Examining Shakespeare's influences and
sources, van Es compares his plays to those of hisrivals, and looks at the history of the playsin performance,
from the biographies of Shakespeare's original actors to the plays endless reinvention in modern stage
productions and in films. Identifying the key qualities that make Shakespearean comedy distinctive, van Es
traces the changing nature of Shakespeare's comic writing over the course of a career that spanned nearly a
quarter century of theatrical change.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titlesin almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
anew subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:
AntoineHarris:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Shakespeare's Comedies: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Tyler Emery:

The reserve with title Shakespeare's Comedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
includes alot of information that you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of benefit after read this book. This
book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at
this point. That isimportant to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in
new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Ralph McClure:

The book Shakespeare's Comedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has alot info on it.
So when you check out this book you can get alot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. Thiskind of book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after scanning this book.

Eddie McCoy:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can haveitin e-
book way, more smple and reachable. This Shakespeare's Comedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can give you alot of pals because by you taking alook at this one book you have point that
they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to
get success. Thisreserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? L et me have Shakespeare's Comedies: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
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