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Programming the Absolute discusses the notorious opposition between absolute and program music as a true
dialectic that lies at the heart of nineteenth-century German music. Beginning with Beethoven, Berthold
Hoeckner traces the aesthetic problem of musical meaning in works by Schumann, Wagner, Liszt, Mahler,
and Schoenberg, whose private messages and public predicaments are emblematic for the cultural legacy of
this rich repertory.

After Romanticism had elevated music as a language "beyond" language, the ineffable spurred an
unprecedented proliferation of musical analysis and criticism. Taking his cue from Adorno, Hoeckner
develops the idea of a "hermeneutics of a moment," which holds that musical meaning crystallizes only
momentarily--in a particular passage, a progression, even a single note. And such moments can signify as
little as a fleeting personal memory or as much as the whole of German music.

Although absolute music emerged with a matrix of values--the integrity of the subject, the aesthetic
autonomy of art, and the intrinsic worth of high culture--that are highly contested in musicology today,
Hoeckner argues that we should not completely discard the ideal of a music that continues to offer moments
of transcendence and liberation.

Passionately and artfully written, Hoeckner's quest for an "essayistic musicology" displays an original
intelligence willing to take interpretive risks. It is a provocative contribution to our knowledge about some of
Europe's most important music--and to contemporary controversies over how music should be understood
and experienced.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Davis:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Programming the
Absolute: Nineteenth-Century German Music and the Hermeneutics of the Moment. is kind of e-book which
is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Gina Reiter:

This Programming the Absolute: Nineteenth-Century German Music and the Hermeneutics of the Moment.
tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
Programming the Absolute: Nineteenth-Century German Music and the Hermeneutics of the Moment. can be
one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
you with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Programming the Absolute: Nineteenth-Century German Music and the Hermeneutics of the Moment.
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jerri Montgomery:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
Programming the Absolute: Nineteenth-Century German Music and the Hermeneutics of the Moment..

Donald Noble:

Often the book Programming the Absolute: Nineteenth-Century German Music and the Hermeneutics of the
Moment. has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The
book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book.
This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.
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