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From its beginnings in the 1920s until its demise in the 1980s, Bell Labs-officially, the research and
development wing of AT&T-was the biggest, and arguably the best, laboratory for new ideas in the world.
From the transistor to the laser, from digital communications to cellular telephony, it's hard to find an aspect
of modern life that hasn't been touched by Bell Labs. In The Idea Factory, Jon Gertner traces the origins of
some of the twentieth century's most important inventions and delivers a riveting and heretofore untold
chapter of American history. At its heart this is a story about the life and work of a small group of brilliant
and eccentric men-Mervin Kelly, Bill Shockley, Claude Shannon, John Pierce, and Bill Baker-who spent
their careers at Bell Labs. Today, when the drive to invent has become a mantra, Bell Labs offers us a way to
enrich our understanding of the challenges and solutions to technological innovation. Here, after all, was
where the foundational ideas on the management of innovation were born.
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From reader reviews:

Hallie Cathey:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Idea Factory: Bell Labs and the Great
Age of American Innovation is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

David Binkley:

Precisely why? Because this The Idea Factory: Bell Labs and the Great Age of American Innovation is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will
go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Joseph Gee:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon.
The The Idea Factory: Bell Labs and the Great Age of American Innovation will give you new experience in
studying a book.

Steven Craig:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Idea Factory: Bell Labs and
the Great Age of American Innovation which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's notice.
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