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In this theoretically innovative, richly detailed study, the author presents a new view of socialist realism,
situating its literature in the Russian cultural tradition, in the Soviet social environment, and in the context of
contemporary literary and cultural theory. The author begins by plunging the reader into the cacophony and
confusion of the First Soviet Writer's Congress of 1934, which made socialist realism an official doctrine.
She analyzes the oppositions and concepts that fueled the debates: oppositions such as form versus content,
pure art versus social function, idea versus artistic image; concepts such as the new hero, naturalism,
modernism, and, most important, realism in all its formulations. In order to understand this obsession with
realism, the author insists that one must grapple with nineteenth-century Russian literature and literary
theory, particularly in the concepts of the 'useless man' and the 'positive hero'. Employing the terms and
procedures of discourse analysis, she offers a reading of classical Russian literature that privileges the debate
about realism. The remainder of the book focuses on the literature of the Stalin era, especially the officially
sanctioned novels - their themes, techniques, and special qualities. The author traces the literary history of
socialist realism, arguing that as it was formulated in the early 1930's, it diverged from naturalism and 'the
old realism' because it required the judging of reality, rather than its faithful representation. She identifies a
sharp turn away from realism toward idealism in 1936-37. Despite a brief renewal and fresh content during
World War II, Soviet literature remained compressed in a rigid mold until the end of the Stalin cult under
Khruschev, when socialist realism finally disappeared. The author concludes that socialist realism was 'an
impossible aesthetic': the goal of creating a literature open only to one interpretation could never be realized
because language itself is always open to multiple interpretations.<
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From reader reviews:

George Clark:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic. You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort
of book Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic. You can add understanding and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called
e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Michele Brown:

This Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic without we recognize
teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic can bring if you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Socialist
Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Mary Moore:

The actual book Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic has a lot associated with on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
reading this book.

Christopher Dixon:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written
in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The
Socialist Realism: An Impossible Aesthetic giving you another experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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