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To this day, the perception persists that China was a civilization defeated by imperialist Britain's most
desirable trade commodity, opium—a drug that turned the Chinese into cadaverous addicts in the iron grip of
dependence. Britain, in an effort to reverse the damage caused by opium addiction, launched its own version
of the "war on drugs," which lasted roughly sixty years, from 1880 to World War II and the beginning of
Chinese communism. But, as Narcotic Culture brilliantly shows, the real scandal in Chinese history was not
the expansion of the drug trade by Britain in the early nineteenth century, but rather the failure of the British
to grasp the consequences of prohibition.

In a stunning historical reversal, Frank Dikötter, Lars Laamann, and Zhou Xun tell this different story of the
relationship between opium and the Chinese. They reveal that opium actually had few harmful effects on
either health or longevity; in fact, it was prepared and appreciated in highly complex rituals with inbuilt
constraints preventing excessive use. Opium was even used as a medicinal panacea in China before the
availability of aspirin and penicillin. But as a result of the British effort to eradicate opium, the Chinese
turned from the relatively benign use of that drug to heroin, morphine, cocaine, and countless other
psychoactive substances. Narcotic Culture provides abundant evidence that the transition from a tolerated
opium culture to a system of prohibition produced a "cure" that was far worse than the disease.

Delving into a history of drugs and their abuses, Narcotic Culture is part revisionist history of imperial and
twentieth-century Britain and part sobering portrait of the dangers of prohibition.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Hubbard:

The book Narcotic Culture: A History of Drugs in China make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Narcotic Culture: A
History of Drugs in China to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and
read a publication Narcotic Culture: A History of Drugs in China. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Carrie Correll:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Narcotic Culture: A History
of Drugs in China is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Amanda Furr:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
actually Narcotic Culture: A History of Drugs in China.

Mitchell Wilder:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Narcotic Culture: A History of Drugs
in China is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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