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Democracy-building efforts from the early 1990s on have funneled billions of dollars into nongovernmental
organizations across the developing world, with the U.S. administration of George W. Bush leading the
charge since 2001. But are many such "civil society" initiatives fatally flawed? Focusing on the Palestinian
West Bank and the Arab world, Barriers to Democracy mounts a powerful challenge to the core tenet of civil
society initiatives: namely, that public participation in private associations necessarily yields the sort of civic
engagement that, in turn, sustains effective democratic institutions. Such assertions tend to rely on evidence
from states that are democratic to begin with. Here, Amaney Jamal investigates the role of civic associations
in promoting democratic attitudes and behavioral patterns in contexts that are less than democratic.

Jamal argues that, in state-centralized environments, associations can just as easily promote civic qualities
vital to authoritarian citizenship--such as support for the regime in power. Thus, any assessment of the
influence of associational life on civic life must take into account political contexts, including the
relationships among associations, their leaders, and political institutions.

Barriers to Democracy both builds on and critiques the multifaceted literature that has emerged since the
mid-1990s on associational life and civil society. By critically examining associational life in the West Bank
during the height of the Oslo Peace Process (1993-99), and extending her findings to Morocco, Egypt, and
Jordan, Jamal provides vital new insights into a timely issue.
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From reader reviews:

William Svendsen:

Why? Because this Barriers to Democracy: The Other Side of Social Capital in Palestine and the Arab World
is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Michael Campbell:

Barriers to Democracy: The Other Side of Social Capital in Palestine and the Arab World can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement
in writing Barriers to Democracy: The Other Side of Social Capital in Palestine and the Arab World however
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information
that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Lorraine Edler:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more
time to be study. Barriers to Democracy: The Other Side of Social Capital in Palestine and the Arab World
can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Jeremy Bryant:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Barriers to Democracy: The Other Side of Social
Capital in Palestine and the Arab World can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these publications have than the others?
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