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As America reacts to Edward Snowden’s leaks about NSA surveillance, American Privacy offers a
timely look at  our national experience with the right to privacy. 

“The history of America is the history of the right to privacy,” writes Frederick S. Lane in this vivid and
penetrating exploration of our most hotly debated constitutional right. From Governor William Bradford
opening colonists’ mail bound for England, to President George W. Bush’s expansive domestic wiretapping,
the motivations behind government surveillance have changed little despite rapid advances in
communications technology. Yet all too often, American citizens have been their own worst enemies when it
comes to protecting privacy, compliantly forgoing civil liberties in extreme times of war as well as for
everyday consumer conveniences. Each of us now contributes to an ever-evolving electronic dossier of
online shopping sprees, photo albums, health records, and political contributions, accessible to almost
anyone who cares to look. In a digitized world where data lives forever, Lane urges us to consider whether
privacy is even a possibility. How did we arrive at this breaking point?
 
American Privacy traces the lineage of cultural norms and legal mandates that have swirled around the
Fourth Amendment since its adoption. In 1873, the introduction of postcards split American opinion of
public propriety. Over a century later, Twitter takes its place on the spectrum of human connection. Between
these two nodes, Anthony Comstock waged a moral crusade against obscene literature, George Orwell
penned 1984, Joseph McCarthy hunted Communists and “perverts,” President Richard Nixon surveilled
himself right out of office, and the Supreme Court of the United States issued its most influential legal
opinions concerning the right to privacy to date. Captured here, these historic snapshots add up to a lively
narration of privacy’s champions and challengers.

Legally, technologically, and historically grounded, American Privacy concludes with a call for Congress to
recognize how innovation and infringement go hand-in-hand, and a challenge to citizens to protect privacy
before it is lost completely.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Medina:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
They are really reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will need this American Privacy: The 400-Year History of Our Most
Contested Right.

Mildred Patton:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the book untitled American Privacy: The 400-Year History of Our Most
Contested Right can be fine book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Michael Albright:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book American Privacy: The 400-Year History of Our Most Contested
Right was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of
a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you
wanted.

Frank Tye:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this American Privacy: The 400-
Year History of Our Most Contested Right.
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