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Drawing on interviews and an array of scholarly work, Beth Daniell maps out the relations of literacy and

spirituality in A Communion of Friendship: Literacy, Spiritual Practice, and Women in Recovery. Daniell

tells the story of a group of women in “Mountain City” who use reading and writing in their search for

spiritual growth. Diverse in socioeconomic status, the Mountain City women are, or have been, married to

alcoholics. In Al-Anon, they use literacy to practice the Twelve Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous in order to

find spiritual solutions to their problems.

 

In addition, Daniell demonstrates that in the lives of these women, reading, writing, and speaking are

intertwined, embedded in one another in rich and complex ways. For the women, private literate practice is

of the utmost importance because it aids the development and empowerment of the self. These women

engage in literate practices in order to grow spiritually and emotionally, to live more self-aware lives, to

attain personal power, to find or make meaning for themselves, and to create community. By looking at the

changes in the women’s reading, Daniell shows that Al-Anon doctrine, particularly its oral instruction, serves

as an interpretive tool. This discussion points out the subtle but profound transformations in these women’s

lives in order to call for an inclusive notion of politics.

 

Foregrounding the women’s voices, A Communion of Friendship addresses a number of issues important in

composition studies and reading instruction. This study examines the meaning of literacy within one specific

community, with implications both for pedagogy and for empirical research in composition inside and

outside the academy.
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From reader reviews:

Dolores Young:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question mainly
because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this A Communion of Friendship: Literacy,
Spiritual Practice, and Women in Recovery (Studies in Writing & Rhetoric (Paperback)) to read.

Anthony Koch:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this A Communion of Friendship: Literacy, Spiritual Practice, and Women in Recovery (Studies in Writing
& Rhetoric (Paperback)), you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Leroy Barker:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
soon. The A Communion of Friendship: Literacy, Spiritual Practice, and Women in Recovery (Studies in
Writing & Rhetoric (Paperback)) will give you new experience in studying a book.

Jacquelynn Laverty:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. Through the book A Communion of Friendship: Literacy, Spiritual Practice, and Women in Recovery
(Studies in Writing & Rhetoric (Paperback)) we can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with



your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book A Communion of Friendship: Literacy,
Spiritual Practice, and Women in Recovery (Studies in Writing & Rhetoric (Paperback)). You can more
appealing than now.
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