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Like the cracking of the genetic code and the creation of the atomic bomb, the discovery of how the brain's
neurons work is one of the fundamental scientific developments of the twentieth century. The discovery of
neurotransmitters revolutionized the way we think about the brain and what it means to be human yet few
people know how they were discovered, the scientists involved, or the fierce controversy about whether they
even existed. The War of the Soups and the Sparks tells the saga of the dispute between the pharmacologists,
who had uncovered the first evidence that nerves communicate by releasing chemicals, and the
neurophysiologists, experts on the nervous system, who dismissed the evidence and remained committed to
electrical explanations.

The protagonists of this story are Otto Loewi and Henry Dale, who received Nobel Prizes for their work, and
Walter Cannon, who would have shared the prize with them if he had not been persuaded to adopt a
controversial theory (how that happened is an important part of this history). Valenstein sets his story of
scientific discovery against the backdrop of two world wars and examines the fascinating lives of several
scientists whose work was affected by the social and political events of their time. He recounts such stories
as Loewi's arrest by Nazi storm troopers and Dale's efforts at helping key scientists escape Germany.

The War of the Soups and the Sparks reveals how science and scientists work. Valenstein describes the
observations and experiments that led to the discovery of neurotransmitters and sheds light on what
determines whether a novel concept will gain acceptance among the scientific community. His work also
explains the immense importance of Loewi, Dale, and Cannon's achievements in our understanding of the
human brain and the way mental illnesses are conceptualized and treated.
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From reader reviews:

Heather Robertson:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The War of the Soups and the Sparks: The Discovery
of Neurotransmitters and the Dispute Over How Nerves Communicate. You can choose the best book if you
like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book The War of the Soups and the
Sparks: The Discovery of Neurotransmitters and the Dispute Over How Nerves Communicate. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can
recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Patricia Beall:

Here thing why this The War of the Soups and the Sparks: The Discovery of Neurotransmitters and the
Dispute Over How Nerves Communicate are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The War of the
Soups and the Sparks: The Discovery of Neurotransmitters and the Dispute Over How Nerves Communicate
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book
that similar with The War of the Soups and the Sparks: The Discovery of Neurotransmitters and the Dispute
Over How Nerves Communicate. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about
the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties
in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The War of the Soups and the Sparks: The Discovery of
Neurotransmitters and the Dispute Over How Nerves Communicate in e-book can be your alternate.

Nila Cobb:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How
individuals to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The War of the
Soups and the Sparks: The Discovery of Neurotransmitters and the Dispute Over How Nerves Communicate
book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Donald Warren:

This The War of the Soups and the Sparks: The Discovery of Neurotransmitters and the Dispute Over How
Nerves Communicate is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it



relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having little bit of digest in reading this The War of the Soups and the Sparks: The Discovery of
Neurotransmitters and the Dispute Over How Nerves Communicate can be the light food for you because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea!
Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.
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