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Roger Williams, a deeply religious minister in seventeenth-century New England, revolutionized thinking
about the role government should play in religion. Banished from Massachusetts for his controversial views,
he founded the Town of Providence on the basis of full liberty of conscience and total separation of church
and state. These radical ideas were adopted by the Colony of Providence Plantations, which later became
known as the Colony and then State of Rhode Island. Williams also insisted, contrary to the prevailing
orthodoxy, that Europeans could acquire American land only through voluntary transactions with Native
Americans.

This is the story of the dramatic life, thought, and work of a man who refused to accept the conventional
wisdom of his time and who forged a new way of thinking that came to characterize the best in the American
tradition. Born and raised in England, Williams knew or otherwise personally encountered--during his youth
or in later return visits--some of the greatest figures of English history: Sir Edward Coke, Sir Francis Bacon,
King James I, the young man who became King Charles I, John Milton, Oliver Cromwell. In contrast to such
famous contemporaries, Williams persistently argued, publicly and unambiguously, for complete liberty of
conscience and a wall of separation between church and state--both for America and for Europe. At a time
when most of the governments in Europe and America promulgated some form of established religion that
persecuted religious dissenters, Williams founded a polity that was explicitly based on the principles and
values of what became, more than 150 years later, the Establishment and Free Exercise Clauses of the First
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

The First American Founder traces, often in Roger Williams's own colorful words, the conflicts that
Williams and his settlement experienced in maintaining a haven for persecuted religious minorities. Those
challenges came both in the form of military and political imperialism from other colonies and from internal
dissension. The book explains how Williams faced these issues and managed to create and preserve a
political society whose principles we could recognize today. It also discusses how Williams influenced,
directly and indirectly, the generation that later fought the Revolutionary War and established the
Constitution and Bill of Rights.

This work is written for both the general reader and the professional historian. The main text is readable by
all. The endnotes and appendices contain scholarly documentation and discussion that will satisfy the most
meticulous student of history.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Bain:

The book The First American Founder: Roger Williams and Freedom of Conscience can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book The
First American Founder: Roger Williams and Freedom of Conscience? A few of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book The First American Founder: Roger Williams and Freedom of
Conscience has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the
enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Rene Pina:

Typically the book The First American Founder: Roger Williams and Freedom of Conscience will bring that
you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you
try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book The First American Founder: Roger
Williams and Freedom of Conscience is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Albert Chesson:

This The First American Founder: Roger Williams and Freedom of Conscience is great book for you because
the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can state no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having The First American Founder: Roger Williams and Freedom of Conscience in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this really is
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Alejandro Wisdom:

You can spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The First American Founder: Roger Williams
and Freedom of Conscience is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.
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