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Street gangs are a major concern for residents in many inner-city communities. However, gangs’ secretive

and, at times, delinquent tendencies limit most people’s exposure to the realities of gang life. Based on

eighteen months of qualitative research on the streets of Indianapolis, Real Gangstas provides a unique and

intimate look at the lives of street gang members as they negotiate a dangerous peer environment in a major

midwestern city.

Timothy R. Lauger interviewed and observed a mix of fifty-five gang members, former gang members, and

non-gang street offenders. He spent much of his fieldwork time in the company of a particular gang, the

“Down for Whatever Boyz,” who allowed him to watch and record many of their day-to-day activities and

conversations. Through this extensive research, Lauger is able to understand and explain the reasons for gang

membership, including a chaotic family life, poverty, and the need for violent self-assertion in order to foster

the creation of a personal identity.

Although the book exposes many troubling aspects of gang life, it is not a simple descriptive or a

sensationalistic account of urban despair and violence. Steeped in the tradition of analytical ethnography, the

study develops a central theoretical argument: combinations of street gangs within cities shape individual

gang member behavior within those urban settings. Within Indianapolis, members of rival gangs interact on a

routine basis within an ambiguous and unstable environment. Participants believe that many of their

contemporaries claiming gang affiliations are not actually “real” gang members, but instead are imposters

who gain access to the advantages of gang membership through fraud and pretense. Consequently, the ability

to discern “real” gang members—or to present oneself successfully as a real gang member—is a critical part

of gangland Indianapolis.

Real Gangstas offers an objective and fair characterization of active gang members,  successfully balancing

the seemingly conflicting idea that they generally seem like normal teenagers, yet are abnormally concerned

with—and too often involved in—violence. Lauger takes readers to the edge of an actual gang conflict,

providing a rare and up-close look at the troubling processes that facilitate hostility and violence.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gilbert:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Real Gangstas: Legitimacy,
Reputation, and Violence in the Intergang Environment (Critical Issues in Crime and Society). All type of
book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Michele Fernandez:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Real Gangstas: Legitimacy, Reputation, and Violence in the Intergang
Environment (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Real Gangstas:
Legitimacy, Reputation, and Violence in the Intergang Environment (Critical Issues in Crime and Society)
content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Real Gangstas: Legitimacy,
Reputation, and Violence in the Intergang Environment (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) is not loveable
to be your top listing reading book?

Shane Hern:

Precisely why? Because this Real Gangstas: Legitimacy, Reputation, and Violence in the Intergang
Environment (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting
for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method.
So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Jeannie Brenner:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer can be Real Gangstas: Legitimacy, Reputation, and Violence in the Intergang
Environment (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) why because the amazing cover that make you consider



regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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