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The United States patent system has become sand rather than lubricant in the wheels of American progress.
Such is the premise behind this provocative and timely book by two of the nation's leading experts on patents
and economic innovation.

Innovation and Its Discontents tells the story of how recent changes in patenting--an institutional process that
was created to nurture innovation--have wreaked havoc on innovators, businesses, and economic
productivity. Jaffe and Lerner, who have spent the past two decades studying the patent system, show how
legal changes initiated in the 1980s converted the system from a stimulator of innovation to a creator of
litigation and uncertainty that threatens the innovation process itself.

In one telling vignette, Jaffe and Lerner cite a patent litigation campaign brought by a a semi-conductor chip
designer that claims control of an entire category of computer memory chips. The firm's claims are based on
a modest 15-year old invention, whose scope and influenced were broadened by secretly manipulating an
industry-wide cooperative standard-setting body.

Such cases are largely the result of two changes in the patent climate, Jaffe and Lerner contend. First, new
laws have made it easier for businesses and inventors to secure patents on products of all kinds, and second,
the laws have tilted the table to favor patent holders, no matter how tenuous their claims.

After analyzing the economic incentives created by the current policies, Jaffe and Lerner suggest a three-
pronged solution for restoring the patent system: create incentives to motivate parties who have information
about the novelty of a patent; provide multiple levels of patent review; and replace juries with judges and
special masters to preside over certain aspects of infringement cases.

Well-argued and engagingly written, Innovation and Its Discontents offers a fresh approach for enhancing
both the nation's creativity and its economic growth.
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From reader reviews:

Glen Thomas:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Innovation and Its
Discontents: How Our Broken Patent System is Endangering Innovation and Progress, and What to Do
About It is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Brandon Adams:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is
Innovation and Its Discontents: How Our Broken Patent System is Endangering Innovation and Progress,
and What to Do About It.

Dennis Ross:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Innovation and Its Discontents: How
Our Broken Patent System is Endangering Innovation and Progress, and What to Do About It can be the
response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Federico Hayward:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Innovation and Its Discontents: How Our Broken
Patent System is Endangering Innovation and Progress, and What to Do About It was colourful and of course
has pictures on the website. As we know that book Innovation and Its Discontents: How Our Broken Patent
System is Endangering Innovation and Progress, and What to Do About It has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun
and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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