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When Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring premiered in Paris in 1913, the crowd rioted in response to the harsh
dissonance and jarring rhythms of its score. This was noise, not music. In Sublime Noise, Josh Epstein
examines the significance of noise in modernist music and literature. How?and why?did composers and
writers incorporate the noises of modern industry, warfare, and big-city life into their work?

Epstein argues that, as the creative class engaged with the racket of cityscapes and new media, they
reconsidered not just the aesthetic of music but also its cultural effects. Noise, after all, is more than a sonic
category: it is a cultural value judgment?a way of abating and categorizing the sounds of a social space or of
new music. Pulled into dialogue with modern music’s innovative rhythms, noise signaled the breakdown of
art’s autonomy from social life?even the "old favorites" of Beethoven and Wagner took on new cultural
meanings when circulated in noisy modern contexts. The use of noise also opened up the closed space of art
to the pressures of publicity and technological mediation.

Building both on literary cultural studies and work in the "new musicology," Sublime Noise examines the
rich material relationship that exists between music and literature. Through close readings of modernist
authors, including James Joyce, T. S. Eliot, Edith Sitwell, E. M. Forster, and Ezra Pound, and composers,
including George Antheil, William Walton, Erik Satie, and Benjamin Britten, Epstein offers a radically
contemporary account of musical-literary interactions that goes well beyond pure formalism. This book will
be of interest to scholars of Anglophone literary modernism and to musicologists interested in how music
was given new literary and cultural meaning during that complex interdisciplinary period.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Davis:

The feeling that you get from Sublime Noise: Musical Culture and the Modernist Writer could be the more
deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but Sublime Noise: Musical Culture and the Modernist Writer
giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by anyone who read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Sublime Noise: Musical
Culture and the Modernist Writer instantly.

Amy Cason:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. Sublime Noise: Musical Culture and the Modernist Writer can be your answer as it can be read by
you who have those short free time problems.

Fabian Luton:

The book untitled Sublime Noise: Musical Culture and the Modernist Writer contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The
author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Phillip Chadwick:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Sublime Noise: Musical Culture and the Modernist
Writer was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Sublime Noise: Musical
Culture and the Modernist Writer has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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