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As an Iranian Muslim woman and a granddaughter of a well-known ayatollah, Shahla Haeri was accepted
into the communities where she conducted her fieldwork on mut'a, temporary marriage. Mut'a is legally
sanctioned among the Twelver Shi'ites who live predominantly in Iran. Drawing on rich interviews that
would have been denied a Western anthropologist, the author describes the concept of a temporary-marriage
contract, in which a man and an unmarried woman (virgin, widow, or divorcee) decide how long they want
to stay married to each other (from one hour to ninety-nine years) and how much money is to be given to the
temporary wife. Since the Iranian revolution of 1979, the regime has conduction an intensive campaign to
revitalize this form of marriage, and Shi'i ulama (religious scholars) support it as positive, self-affirming, and
cognizant of human needs. Challenged by secularly educated urban Iranian women, and men and by the
West, the ulama have been called upon to address themselves to the implications of this custom for modern
Iranian society, to respond to the changes that mut'a is legally equivalent to hire or lease, that it is abusive of
women, and that it is in fact legalized prostitution. Law if Desire thus makes available previously untapped
and undocumented data about an institution in which sexuality, morality, religious rules, secular laws, and
cultural practices converge. This important work will be of interest to cultural anthropologist, religious
scholars, scholars of the Middle East, and lawyers as well as to those interested in the role of women in
Islamic society.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Davis:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Law of Desire: Temporary Marriage in
Shi'i Iran, Revised Edition (Contemporary Issues in the Middle East). All type of book are you able to see on
many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Lonnie Hammer:

You will get this Law of Desire: Temporary Marriage in Shi'i Iran, Revised Edition (Contemporary Issues in
the Middle East) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written
or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking
from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

James Fitzgibbons:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Law of Desire: Temporary Marriage in Shi'i Iran, Revised Edition (Contemporary Issues in the Middle East).
Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
place to other place.

Wanda Mason:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source in which filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for
you actually. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia,
reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your
spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the Law of Desire: Temporary Marriage in Shi'i Iran, Revised
Edition (Contemporary Issues in the Middle East) when you desired it?
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