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In recent years, there has been a significant surge in interest in spiritual matters, including a noticeable move
toward Eastern religions such as Shintoism. Until now, however, there has been no resource in English
providing extensive information about Shinto shrines for the many Westerners who travel to Japan to visit
these sites.

With over 100 color photos, fifty black-and-white detailed illustrations, and maps, this handy guidebook
showcases sixty-six major Shinto shrines, many of which are World Heritage Sites or National Treasures. In
their opening section, the authors introduce both basic and fascinating aspects of this ancient religion, which
remains intricately woven into the very fabric of Japanese culture. They discuss the history of Shintoism and
its fundamental tenets; its relationship to Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, and other Eastern belief
systems; customs and rites; and types of festivals.

The Guide portion of the book is organized by region of the country. For each shrine, there is a
comprehensive entry highlighting important spiritual features, physical features of the structure itself
(architecture, design, and art), associated festivals, and enshrined gods. The authors also note the prayers
offered, and the best times for travelers to visit. The comprehensive histories of each shrine, taken as a
whole, provides a comprehensive look at Shinto and its connection to such aspects of Japanese culture as
martial arts, samurai, pirates and poetry. An excellent jumping off point on a tour of Japan and its culture.
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From reader reviews:

James Edwards:

The guide with title Shinto Shrines: A Guide to the Sacred Sites of Japan's Ancient Religion has a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Amy McCarter:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Shinto Shrines: A Guide to the Sacred Sites of Japan's Ancient Religion offer you a new experience in
examining a book.

Elliot Weber:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Shinto Shrines: A Guide to the Sacred Sites of Japan's
Ancient Religion was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Shinto Shrines: A
Guide to the Sacred Sites of Japan's Ancient Religion has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.

Priscilla Garcia:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Shinto Shrines: A Guide to the
Sacred Sites of Japan's Ancient Religion.
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