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The future is not a fixed idea but a highly variable one that reflects the values of those who are imagining it.
By studying the ways that visionaries imagined the future—particularly that of America—in the past century,
much can be learned about the cultural dynamics of the time.

In this social history, Lawrence R. Samuel examines the future visions of intellectuals, artists, scientists,
businesspeople, and others to tell a chronological story about the history of the future in the past century. He
defines six separate eras of future narratives from 1920 to the present day, and argues that the milestones
reached during these years—especially related to air and space travel, atomic and nuclear weapons, the
women's and civil rights movements, and the advent of biological and genetic engineering—sparked the
possibilities of tomorrow in the public's imagination, and helped make the twentieth century the first century
to be significantly more about the future than the past.

The idea of the future grew both in volume and importance as it rode the technological wave into the new
millennium, and the author tracks the process by which most people, to some degree, have now become
futurists as the need to anticipate tomorrow accelerates.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Steadman:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Future: A Recent History is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Helen Elder:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Future:
A Recent History, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Sarah Jackson:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Future: A Recent History your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
guide then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before.
The Future: A Recent History giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but
also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Wilson Gonzalez:

You can find this Future: A Recent History by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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