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Religion is universal human culture. No phenomenon is more widely shared or more intensely studied, yet
there is no agreement on what religion is. Now, in Faces in the Clouds, anthropologist Stewart Guthrie
provides a provocative definition of religion in a bold and persuasive new theory.
Guthrie says religion can best be understood as systematic anthropomorphism--that is, the attribution of
human characteristics to nonhuman things and events. Many writers see anthropomorphism as common or
even universal in religion, but few think it is central. To Guthrie, however, it is fundamental. Religion, he
writes, consists of seeing the world as humanlike.
As Guthrie shows, people find a wide range of humanlike beings plausible: Gods, spirits, abominable
snowmen, HAL the computer, Chiquita Banana. We find messages in random events such as earthquakes,
weather, and traffic accidents. We say a fire "rages," a storm "wreaks vengeance," and waters "lie still."
Guthrie says that our tendency to find human characteristics in the nonhuman world stems from a deep-
seated perceptual strategy: in the face of pervasive (if mostly unconscious) uncertainty about what we see,
we bet on the most meaningful interpretation we can. If we are in the woods and see a dark shape that might
be a bear or a boulder, for example, it is good policy to think it is a bear. If we are mistaken, we lose little,
and if we are right, we gain much. So, Guthrie writes, in scanning the world we always look for what most
concerns us--livings things, and especially, human ones. Even animals watch for human attributes, as when
birds avoid scarecrows. In short, we all follow the principle--better safe than sorry.
Marshalling a wealth of evidence from anthropology, cognitive science, philosophy, theology, advertising,
literature, art, and animal behavior, Guthrie offers a fascinating array of examples to show how this
perceptual strategy pervades secular life and how it characterizes religious experience. Challenging the very
foundations of religion, Faces in the Clouds forces us to take a new look at this fundamental element of
human life.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Daggett:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Faces in the Clouds: A New Theory of Religion.

William Perrotta:

The book Faces in the Clouds: A New Theory of Religion gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Faces in
the Clouds: A New Theory of Religion to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything
if you like wide open and read a e-book Faces in the Clouds: A New Theory of Religion. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Karen Perl:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Faces in the Clouds: A New Theory of
Religion can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than
the others?

Robert Colgan:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Faces in the Clouds: A New Theory of Religion can
give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and
make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make
you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Faces in the Clouds: A New Theory of Religion.
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