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This volume is the first to present Wordsworth's great poem in all three of its forms. It reprints, on
facing pages, the version of The Prelude that was completed in 1805, together with the much-revised
work published after the poets death in 1850. In addition, the editors include the two-part version of
the poem, composed in 1798-99. Each of these poems possesses distinctive qualities and values; to read
them together provides an incomparable chance to observe a great poet composing and re-composing,
throughout a long life, his major work.

There are no fewer than seventeen manuscripts of The Prelude in the Wordsworth library at Grasmere.
Working with these materials, the editors have prepared an accurate reading version of 1799 and have newly
edited from manuscripts the texts of 1805 and 1850?thus freeing the latter poem from the unwarranted
alterations made by Wordsworth's literary executors. The editors also provide a text of MS. JJ (Wordsworth's
earliest drafts for parts of The Prelude) as well as transcriptions of other important passages in manuscript
which Wordsworth failed to include in any fair copy of his poem. The texts are fully annotated, and the notes
for all three versions of The Prelude are arranged so that each version may be read independently. The
editors provide a concise history of the texts and describe the principles by which each has been transcribed
from the manuscripts.

There are many other aids for a thorough study of The Prelude and its background. A chronological table
enables the reader to contextualize the biographical and historical allusions in the texts and footnotes.

"References to The Prelude in Process" presents the relevant allusions to the poem, by Wordsworth and by
members of his circle, from 1799 to 1850. Another section, "Early Reception," reprints significant comments
on the published version of 1850 by readers and reviewers.

Finally, there are seven critical essays by Jonathan Wordsworth, M. H. Abrams, Geoffrey H. Hartman,
Richard J. Onorato, William Empson, Herbert Lindenberger, and W. B. Gallie.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Coolidge:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Prelude: 1799, 1805, 1850 (Norton
Critical Editions) book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Curtis Miller:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Prelude: 1799, 1805, 1850 (Norton
Critical Editions) is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did
not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better
to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Elizabeth Hart:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Prelude: 1799, 1805,
1850 (Norton Critical Editions) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Mildred Timm:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the The Prelude: 1799, 1805, 1850 (Norton Critical Editions) when you necessary it?
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