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Environmental activism has most often been credited to grassroots protesters, but much early progress in
environmental protection originated in the halls of Congress. As Paul Milazzo shows, a coterie of unlikely
environmentalists placed water quality issues on the national agenda as early as the 1950s and continued to
shape governmental policy through the early 1970s, both outpacing public concern and predating the
environmental movement.

Milazzo examines a two-decade crusade to clean up the nation's water supply led by development boosters,
pork barrel politicians, and the Army Corps of Engineers, all of whom framed threats to the water supply as
an economic rather than environmental problem and saw pollution as an inhibitor of regional growth.
Showing how the legislative branch acted more assertively than the executive, the book weaves the history of
the federal water pollution control program into a broader narrative of political and institutional
development, covering all major clean water legislation as well as many other landmark environmental laws.

Milazzo explains how the evolution of Congress's internal structure after World War II, with its standing
committees and powerful chairmen, ultimately shaped the scope and substance of important legislative
policies. He reveals how Representative John Blatnik of Minnesota, chairman of the House Subcommittee on
Rivers and Harbors, shepherded the first permanent water pollution control legislation through Congress in
1956; how Senator Robert Kerr of Oklahoma embraced pollution control to deflect criticism of the public
works budget; and how Senator Edmund Muskie of Maine used an unwanted pollution subcommittee
chairmanship to create a more viable federal water quality program at a time when few Americans demanded
one.

By showing that a much more diverse set of people and interests shaped environmental politics than has
generally been supposed, Milazzo deepens our understanding of how Congress took the lead in addressing
environmental concerns, like water quality, that ultimately contributed to the expansion of government. His
book demonstrates that the rise of the environmental regulatory state ranks as one of the most far-reaching
transformations in American government in the modern era.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Trimm:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Unlikely Environmentalists: Congress And Clean Water,
1945-1972.

Nannie Hernandez:

The book Unlikely Environmentalists: Congress And Clean Water, 1945-1972 make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being your best
friend when you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a
book Unlikely Environmentalists: Congress And Clean Water, 1945-1972 to get your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like start and read a guide Unlikely Environmentalists: Congress And Clean
Water, 1945-1972. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Kelly Livingston:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Unlikely
Environmentalists: Congress And Clean Water, 1945-1972 suitable to you? Typically the book was written
by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Unlikely Environmentalists: Congress And
Clean Water, 1945-1972is the main of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people
can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Francis Pilkington:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Unlikely Environmentalists:
Congress And Clean Water, 1945-1972 is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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