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I saw enough to sicken the heart. . . . The scenes which I witnessed were enough to overthrow all
imaginations concerning the glory of war; but, dreadful as they were, I hope and believe that I would be
willing to suffer the worst, . . . rather than prove a traitor to the trust which our country reposes in all her
sons.

J. Spangler Kieffer, Pennsylvania Militia

With its relentless bloodshed, devastating firepower, and large-scale battles often fought on impossible
terrain, the Civil War was a terrifying experience for a volunteer army. Yet, as Earl Hess shows, Union
soldiers found the wherewithal to endure such terrors for four long years and emerge victorious.

A vivid reminder that the business of war is killing, Hess's study plunges us into the hellish realms of Civil
War combat a horrific experience crowded with brutalizing sights, sounds, smells, and textures. We share the
terror of being shot at for the first time and hear the "grating sound a minie ball makes when it hits a bone
instead of the heavy thud when it strikes flesh." We are assaulted by choruses of groans from the wounded
and dying and come to understand why some soldiers returned to battle with great dread.

Drawing extensively upon the letters, diaries, and memoirs of Northern soldiers, Hess reveals their deepest
fears and shocks, and also their sources of inner strength. By identifying recurrent themes found in these
accounts, Hess constructs a multilayered view of the many ways in which these men coped with the
challenges of battle. He shows how they were bolstered by belief in God and country, or simply by their
sense of duty; how they came to rely on the support of their comrades; and how they learned to muster self-
control in order to persevere from one battle to the next.

Although our ability to appreciate war as it was conducted in the previous century has been clouded by our
familiarity with modern conflicts, Hess's study conveys that reality with an immediacy rarely matched by
other books. Even more, it urges us to reconsider these soldiers not as victims of the battlefield but rather as
victors over the worst that war can inflict.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Schmidt:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The Union Soldier in Battle: Enduring the Ordeal of Combat.

Ruth Irizarry:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Union Soldier in Battle: Enduring the Ordeal of
Combat as the daily resource information.

Jacob King:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books
in the top listing in your reading list is actually The Union Soldier in Battle: Enduring the Ordeal of Combat.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

George Foulds:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The Union Soldier in
Battle: Enduring the Ordeal of Combat.
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