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Spiritual Rationality: Papal Embargo as Cultural Practice offers the first book-length study of embargo in a
pre-modern period and provides a unique exploration into the domestic implications of this tool of foreign
policy. Based on a large and varied body of archival and printed, papal and secular sources, this inquiry
covers Europe and the broader Mediterranean from c. 1150 to c. 1550. During this time of an increasing
papal role within Christian society, the church employed restrictions on trade with Muslims, pagans,
'heretics', 'schismatics', disobedient Catholic communities and individual Jews in order to facilitate papally-
endorsed warfare against external enemies and to discipline internal foes. Various trade bans were originally
promulgated as individual responses to specific circumstances. These restrictions, however, were shaped by
the premise that sin and the defense of the decorum of the faith and Christendom condoned, or even required,
papal intervention into the lives of the laity and by the text-based approach of popes and canonists.

Papal embargo, consequently, was not only the sum total of individual trade bans but also a legal and moral
discourse that classified exchanges into legitimate and illegitimate ones, compelled merchants to distinguish
clearly between themselves as (Roman) Christians and a multitude of others as non-Christians, and helped
order symbolically both the relationships between the two groups and those between church and laity. Papal
embargo's chief relevance thus lay within Christian society itself, where it functioned as an intangible
pastoral staff. While sixteenth-century developments undermined it as a policy tool and a moral discourse
alike, papal embargo inscribed the notion of the immorality of trade with the enemy into European thought.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Joiner:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Spiritual Rationality: Papal Embargo as Cultural Practice book is readable
by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer of Spiritual Rationality: Papal Embargo as Cultural Practice content conveys the thought easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Spiritual Rationality: Papal Embargo as Cultural
Practice is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Gregory Stclair:

Typically the book Spiritual Rationality: Papal Embargo as Cultural Practice will bring you to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Spiritual Rationality: Papal Embargo as Cultural
Practice is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you
can easier to read the book.

Alison Caulfield:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer might be Spiritual Rationality: Papal Embargo as Cultural Practice why because the
amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Marlys Wieland:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be learn. Spiritual Rationality: Papal Embargo as Cultural Practice can be your answer as it can be
read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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