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Bringing together the previously disparate fields of historical witchcraft, reception history, poetics, and
psychoanalysis, this innovative study shows how the glamour of the historical witch, a spell that she cast,
was set on a course, over a span of three hundred years from the sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries, to
become a generally broadcast glamour of appearance. Something that a woman does, that is, became
something that she has. The antique heroine Medea, witch and barbarian, infamous poisoner, infanticide,
regicide, scourge of philanderers, and indefatigable traveller, serves as the vehicle of this development.
Revived on the stage of modernity by La PÃ©ruse in the sixteenth century, Corneille in the seventeenth, and
the operatic composer Cherubini in the eighteenth, her stagecraft and her witchcraft combine, author Amy
Wygant argues, to stun her audience into identifying with her magic and making it their own. In contrast to
previous studies which have relied upon contemporary printed sources in order to gauge audience
participation in and reaction to early modern theater, Wygant argues that psychoanalytic thought about the
behavior of groups can be brought to bear on the question of "what happened" when the early modern witch
was staged. This cross-disciplinary study reveals the surprising early modern trajectory of our contemporary
obsession with magic. Medea figures the movement of culture in history, and in the mirror of the witch on
the stage, a mirror both appealing and appalling, our own cultural performances are reflected. It concludes
with an analysis of Diderot's claim that the historical process itself is magical, and with the moment in
Revolutionary France when the slight and fragile body of the golden-throated singer, Julie-AngÃ©lique
Scio, became a Medea for modernity: not a witch or a child-murderess, but, as all the press reviews insist, a
woman.
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From reader reviews:

Brittany Belliveau:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Medea, Magic, and Modernity in France: Stages and Histories, 1553-1797
book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer associated with Medea, Magic, and Modernity in France: Stages and Histories, 1553-1797 content
conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Medea, Magic, and Modernity in
France: Stages and Histories, 1553-1797 is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Brooke Callender:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day every day to reading a guide. The book Medea, Magic, and Modernity in France: Stages and
Histories, 1553-1797 it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often
the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book possesses high quality.

Margaret Wynkoop:

This Medea, Magic, and Modernity in France: Stages and Histories, 1553-1797 is great guide for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we
can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in
it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having Medea, Magic, and Modernity in France: Stages and Histories, 1553-
1797 in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no
publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Ricardo Kiernan:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. On
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just



like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search
of the Medea, Magic, and Modernity in France: Stages and Histories, 1553-1797 when you needed it?
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