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In Chains of Babylon, Daryl J. Maeda presents a cultural history of Asian American activism in the late
1960s and early 1970s, showing how the movement created the category of "Asian American" to join Asians
of many ethnicities in racial solidarity. Drawing on the Black Power and antiwar movements, Asian
American radicals argued that all Asians in the United States should resist assimilation and band together to
oppose racism within the country and imperialism abroad.

As revealed in Maeda's in-depth work, the Asian American movement contended that people of all Asian
ethnicities in the United States shared a common relationship to oppression and exploitation with each other
and with other nonwhite peoples. In the early stages of the civil rights era, the possibility of assimilation was
held out to Asian Americans under a model minority myth. Maeda insists that it was only in the disruption of
that myth for both African Americans and Asian Americans in the 1960s and 1970s that the full Asian
American culture and movement he describes could emerge. Maeda challenges accounts of the post-1968 era
as hopelessly divisive by examining how racial and cultural identity enabled Asian Americans to see eye-to-
eye with and support other groups of color in their campaigns for social justice.

Asian American opposition to the war in Vietnam, unlike that of the broader antiwar movement, was
predicated on understanding it as a racial, specifically anti-Asian genocide. Throughout he argues that
cultural critiques of racism and imperialism, the twin "chains of Babylon" of the title, informed the
construction of a multiethnic Asian American identity committed to interracial and transnational solidarity.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Kline:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Chains of
Babylon: The Rise of Asian America (Critical American Studies)? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Jerry Gunnell:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Chains of Babylon: The Rise
of Asian America (Critical American Studies) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

John Casteel:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may
be the reserve untitled Chains of Babylon: The Rise of Asian America (Critical American Studies) can be
very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Judith Bradshaw:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's internal or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important,
boring and can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Chains of Babylon: The Rise of Asian America (Critical American
Studies) can make you experience more interested to read.
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