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In the summer of 1814 a squadron of Royal Navy ships attacked the tiny Connecticut seaport of Stonington,
and declared its intention of destroying the town. Over the next four days the British barraged the nearly
defenseless civilian population with some fifty tons of explosives, before mysteriously upping anchor and
sailing away, leaving Stonington largely intact.

Though a mere footnote in Americas early naval history, the Battle of Stonington has remained a source of
curiosity for two hundred years. Why did the British single out Stonington and then fail so miserably at their
goal? To solve the mystery of this curious battle, and explain Britain's failure to level the town, the author
takes the reader back some forty years to the Revolution to unfold a surprisingly complex set of
circumstances involving people on both sides of the Atlantic and across America. Drawing on contemporary
news accounts, secret Royal Navy correspondence, and other primary sources, he investigates events leading
up to the puzzling attack and then recounts the exciting details of the battle itself. It is a memorable, masterly
told story of brave and honorable people, divided loyalties, and new ideas fighting traditional, old-world
values.

Asthe book develops, James Tertius de Kay introduces a fascinating cast of characters that ranks with the
best of fiction: Thomas Hardy, the hero of Trafalgar who led the British attack; Jeremiah Holmes, an
American merchant captain who led the defense of Stonington; Stephen Decatur and Robert Fulton, two
well-known American patriots; and a number of enterprising smugglers and spies. At the same time de Kay
pays tribute to the significant roles played by new naval weapons--American submarine vessels and
torpedoes, British rockets and bombs--that revolutionized the art of war.

The Battle of Stonington brings all these elements into brilliant focus to provide alively narrative history not
just of the events at Stonington but of the entire period. It is a compelling, often humorous story.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Griffin:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get alot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyonein this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this The Battle of Stonington:
Torpedoes, Submarines, and Rockets in the War of 1812.

William Hickman:

A lot of people always spent al their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent they freetime just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity thisislook different
you can read any book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a e-book. The book The Battle of Stonington: Torpedoes, Submarines, and Rockets
in the War of 1812 it israther good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often
the e-book. Y ou can mQore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but
this book provides high quality.

Raymond Nelson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Battle of Stonington:
Torpedoes, Submarines, and Rockets in the War of 1812, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still desireto missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What?
Still don't get it, oh come on itsreferred to as reading friends.

Elizabeth Rivera:

Y ou are able to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The Battle of Stonington:
Torpedoes, Submarines, and Rockets in the War of 1812 is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy
the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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