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The legal crusade of Myra Clark Gaines (1804?-1885) has all the trappings of classical melodrama--a lost
heir, a missing will, an illicit relationship, a questionable marriage, a bigamous husband, and a murder. For
half a century the daughter of New Orleans millionaire Daniel Clark struggled to justify her claim to his
enormous fortune in a case that captivated the nineteenth-century public. Elizabeth Urban Alexander taps
voluminous court records and letters to unravel the twists and turns of Gaines's litigation and reveal the truth
behind the mysterious saga of this notorious woman.

Myra, the daughter of real estate heir Clark and Zulume Carriere, a beautiful young Frenchwoman, was
raised by friends of Clark and kept ignorant of her real parentage until 1832, when she discovered her true
lineage in letters among her foster father's papers. She thereupon returned to Louisiana with tales of a lost
will and a secret marriage between Clark and Carriere and claimed to be Clark's missing heir. Was Myra the
legitimate daughter of the prominent merchant, or the "fruit of an adulterous union?" The courts would
decide.

The great Gaines Case wound it tortuous path through the United States legal system from 1834 until 1891.
It was considered by the U.S. Supreme Court seventeen times and pursued even after Gaines's death by
lawyers trying to recoup fees. By courageously bringing her case to the courtroom and doggedly keeping it
there, Alexander asserts, Gaines helped instigate a new type of family law that provided special protection of
women, children, and marriages.

Though Gaines never recovered more than a tiny fraction of the rumored millions, this riveting chronicle of
her struggle for legitimacy and legacy as told by Elizabeth Urban Alexander is a goldmine for anyone
interested in legal history, women's studies, or a good yarn superbly spun.
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From reader reviews:

Kayla Merritt:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to
be learn. Notorious Woman: The Celebrated Case of Myra Clark Gaines (Southern Biography) can be your
answer because it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Graham Ayala:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
read a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Notorious Woman: The Celebrated Case of Myra Clark Gaines (Southern Biography) offer
you a new experience in reading through a book.

Robert Thomas:

You will get this Notorious Woman: The Celebrated Case of Myra Clark Gaines (Southern Biography) by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed
but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's
try to choose proper ways for you.

John McGinnis:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or
real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Notorious Woman: The Celebrated Case of Myra Clark Gaines
(Southern Biography) can make you experience more interested to read.
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