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Voices from the dark, or "gothic," side of American life are well known through the work of writers such as
Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Herman Melville. But who were the Poes of American art? Until
now, art historians have for the most part seen the gothic as the province of misfits and oddballs who rejected
the bright landscapes and cheerful scenes of everyday life depicted by Hudson River School and other
mainstream painters. In Painting the Dark Side, Sarah Burns counters this view, arguing that far from being
marginal, the gothic was a pervasive and potent visual language used by recognized masters and eccentric
outsiders alike to express the darker facets of history and the psyche. A deep gothic strain in the visual arts
becomes evident in these beautifully written, richly illustrated pages, illuminating the entire spectrum of
American art.

Weaving a complex tapestry of biography, psychology, and history, Sarah Burns exposes dark dimensions in
the work of both romantic artists such as Albert Pinkham Ryder and Thomas Cole and realists like Thomas
Eakins. She argues persuasively that works by artists who were generally considered outsiders, such as John
Quidor, David Gilmour Blythe, and William Rimmer, belong to the mainstream of American art. She
explores the borderlands where popular visual culture mingled with the elite medium of oil and delves into
such topics as slave revolt, drugs, grave-robbing, vivisection, drunkenness, female monstrosity, and family
secrets. Cutting deep across the grain of standard nationalistic accounts of nineteenth-century art, Painting
the Dark Side provides a thrilling, radically alternative vision of American art and visual culture.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Childers:

Here thing why that Painting the Dark Side: Art and the Gothic Imagination in Nineteenth-Century America
are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the
content from it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Painting the Dark Side: Art and the
Gothic Imagination in Nineteenth-Century America giving you information deeper as different ways, you
can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Painting the Dark Side: Art and the
Gothic Imagination in Nineteenth-Century America. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You
can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Painting the Dark Side: Art and the
Gothic Imagination in Nineteenth-Century America in e-book can be your alternative.

Richard Crowe:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Painting the Dark Side: Art and the Gothic Imagination in
Nineteenth-Century America book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will
find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease
the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with Painting the Dark Side: Art and the
Gothic Imagination in Nineteenth-Century America content conveys prospect easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So
, do you nonetheless thinking Painting the Dark Side: Art and the Gothic Imagination in Nineteenth-Century
America is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Heather Bly:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Painting the
Dark Side: Art and the Gothic Imagination in Nineteenth-Century America suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Painting the Dark Side: Art and the
Gothic Imagination in Nineteenth-Century Americais the one of several books this everyone read now. This
kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Dianne Haire:

Typically the book Painting the Dark Side: Art and the Gothic Imagination in Nineteenth-Century America
will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate



the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book
Painting the Dark Side: Art and the Gothic Imagination in Nineteenth-Century America is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read
the book.
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