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It has long been said that clothes make the man (or woman), but is it still true today? If so, how has the
information clothes convey changed over the years? Using a wide range of historical and contemporary
materials, Diana Crane demonstrates how the social significance of clothing has been transformed.

Crane compares nineteenth-century societies—France and the United States—where social class was the
most salient aspect of social identity signified in clothing with late twentieth-century America, where
lifestyle, gender, sexual orientation, age, and ethnicity are more meaningful to individuals in constructing
their wardrobes. Today, clothes worn at work signify social class, but leisure clothes convey meanings
ranging from trite to political. In today's multicode societies, clothes inhibit as well as facilitate
communication between highly fragmented social groups.

Crane extends her comparison by showing how nineteenth-century French designers created fashions that
suited lifestyles of Paris elites but that were also widely adopted outside France. By contrast, today's
designers operate in a global marketplace, shaped by television, film, and popular music. No longer confined
to elites, trendsetters are drawn from many social groups, and most trends have short trajectories. To assess
the impact of fashion on women, Crane uses voices of college-aged and middle-aged women who took part
in focus groups. These discussions yield fascinating information about women's perceptions of female
identity and sexuality in the fashion industry.

An absorbing work, Fashion and Its Social Agendas stands out as a critical study of gender, fashion, and
consumer culture.
"Why do people dress the way they do? How does clothing contribute to a person's identity as a man or
woman, as a white-collar professional or blue-collar worker, as a preppie, yuppie, or nerd? How is it that
dress no longer denotes social class so much as lifestyle? . . . Intelligent and informative, [this] book
proposes thoughtful answers to some of these questions."-Library Journal
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From reader reviews:

Jolie Browne:

Here thing why that Fashion and Its Social Agendas: Class, Gender, and Identity in Clothing are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of computer which is
the content is as delightful as food or not. Fashion and Its Social Agendas: Class, Gender, and Identity in
Clothing giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there
is no book that similar with Fashion and Its Social Agendas: Class, Gender, and Identity in Clothing. It gives
you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in
your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Fashion and Its Social Agendas: Class, Gender, and Identity in Clothing in e-book can be your alternate.

Anthony Parker:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Fashion and Its Social Agendas: Class, Gender, and
Identity in Clothing as the daily resource information.

Dorothy Cropper:

This book untitled Fashion and Its Social Agendas: Class, Gender, and Identity in Clothing to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it by using
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your
list.

Fern Gooding:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that
need more time to be go through. Fashion and Its Social Agendas: Class, Gender, and Identity in Clothing
can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.
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