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Inaugurated in 1984, America's "War on Drugs" is just the most recent skirmish in a standoff between global
drug trafficking and state power. From Britain's nineteenth-century Opium Wars in China to the activities of
Colombia's drug cartels and their suppression by U.S.-backed military forces today, conflicts over narcotics
have justified imperial expansion, global capitalism, and state violence, even as they have also fueled the
movement of goods and labor around the world.

In Drug Wars, cultural critic Curtis Marez examines two hundred years of writings, graphic works, films,
and music that both demonize and celebrate the commerce in cocaine, marijuana, and opium, providing a
bold interdisciplinary exploration of drugs in the popular imagination. Ranging from the writings of Sigmund
Freud to pro–drug lord Mexican popular music, gangsta rap, and Brian De Palma's 1983 epic Scarface, Drug
Wars moves from the representations and realities of the Opium Wars to the long history of drug and
immigration enforcement on the U.S.-Mexican border, and to cocaine use and interdiction in South America,
Middle Europe, and among American Indians. Throughout Marez juxtaposes official drug policy and
propaganda with subversive images that challenge and sometimes even taunt government and legal efforts.

As Marez shows, despite the state's best efforts to use the media to obscure the hypocrisies and failures of its
drug policies—be they lurid descriptions of Chinese opium dens in the English popular press or Nancy
Reagan's "Just Say No" campaign—marginalized groups have consistently opposed the expansion of state
power that drug traffic has historically supported.
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From reader reviews:

James Conner:

This Drug Wars: The Political Economy Of Narcotics book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This specific Drug Wars: The Political Economy Of Narcotics without we comprehend teach the
one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Drug Wars: The Political
Economy Of Narcotics can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be
full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Drug Wars: The Political Economy
Of Narcotics having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested
in reading.

Gerald Conway:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the information about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in writing, they
also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this Drug Wars: The Political
Economy Of Narcotics.

Bobbie Burke:

The book Drug Wars: The Political Economy Of Narcotics has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The author
makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after perusing this book.

Janet Baltimore:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you also know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning
something by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is
niagra Drug Wars: The Political Economy Of Narcotics.
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