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Through nostalgic idealizations of motherhood, family, and the home, influential leaders in early twentieth-
century America constructed and legitimated a range of reforms that promoted human reproduction. Their
pronatalism emerged from a modernist conviction that reproduction and population could be regulated.
European countries sought to regulate or encourage reproduction through legislation; America, by contrast,
fostered ideological and cultural ideas of pronatalism through what Laura Lovett calls "nostalgic
modernism," which romanticized agrarianism and promoted scientific racism and eugenics.

Lovett looks closely at the ideologies of five influential American figures: Mary Lease's maternalist agenda,
Florence Sherbon's eugenic "fitter families" campaign, George Maxwell's "homecroft" movement of land
reclamation and home building, Theodore Roosevelt's campaign for conservation and country life, and
Edward Ross's sociological theory of race suicide and social control. Demonstrating the historical
circumstances that linked agrarianism, racism, and pronatalism, Lovett shows how reproductive conformity
was manufactured, how it was promoted, and why it was coercive. In addition to contributing to scholarship
in American history, gender studies, rural studies, and environmental history, Lovett's study sheds light on
the rhetoric of "family values" that has regained currency in recent years.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Stanley:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Conceiving the Future:
Pronatalism, Reproduction, and the Family in the United States, 1890-1938 (Gender and American Culture)
is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Kristy Lange:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Conceiving the Future:
Pronatalism, Reproduction, and the Family in the United States, 1890-1938 (Gender and American Culture)
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading practice all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of
you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you could pick Conceiving the Future: Pronatalism, Reproduction, and the Family in the United States,
1890-1938 (Gender and American Culture) become your own personal starter.

Richard Plummer:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended to you is Conceiving the Future: Pronatalism, Reproduction, and the Family in the
United States, 1890-1938 (Gender and American Culture) this guide consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Rita Beatty:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in
the top record in your reading list is usually Conceiving the Future: Pronatalism, Reproduction, and the



Family in the United States, 1890-1938 (Gender and American Culture). This book which can be qualified as
The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review
this guide you can get many advantages.
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