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When the First Crusade ended with the conquest of Jerusalem in 1099, jubilant crusaders returned home to
Europe bringing with them stories, sacred relics, and other memorabilia, including banners, jewelry, and
weapons. In the ensuing decades, the memory of the crusaders' bravery and pious sacrifice was invoked
widely among the noble families of western Christendom. Popes preaching future crusades would count on
these very same families for financing, leadership, and for the willing warriors who would lay down their
lives on the battlefield. Despite the great risks and financial hardships associated with crusading, descendants
of those who suffered and died on crusade would continue to take the cross, in some cases over several
generations. Indeed, as Nicholas L. Paul reveals in To Follow in Their Footsteps, crusading was very much a
family affair.

Scholars of the crusades have long pointed to the importance of dynastic tradition and ties of kinship in the
crusading movement but have failed to address more fundamental questions about the operation of these
social processes. What is a "family tradition"? How are such traditions constructed and maintained, and by
whom? How did crusading families confront the loss of their kin in distant lands? Making creative use of
Latin dynastic narratives as well as vernacular literature, personal possessions and art objects, and
architecture from across western Europe, Paul shows how traditions of crusading were established and
reinforced in the collective memories of noble families throughout the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. Even
rulers who never fulfilled crusading vows found their political lives dominated and, in some ways, directed
by the memory of their crusading ancestors. Filled with unique insights and careful analysis, To Follow in
Their Footsteps reveals the lasting impact of the crusades, beyond the expeditions themselves, on the
formation of dynastic identity and the culture of the medieval European nobility.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Carson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the data about something
that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in writing, they
also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this To Follow in Their
Footsteps: The Crusades and Family Memory in the High Middle Ages.

Olga Snider:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled To Follow in Their Footsteps: The Crusades and
Family Memory in the High Middle Ages can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Judi Orta:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book To Follow in Their Footsteps: The Crusades and
Family Memory in the High Middle Ages was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As
we know that book To Follow in Their Footsteps: The Crusades and Family Memory in the High Middle
Ages has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make
you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to
like reading that.

Jennifer Klein:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book To Follow in Their Footsteps: The Crusades and
Family Memory in the High Middle Ages to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
study it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like
to start a book and study it. Beside that the e-book To Follow in Their Footsteps: The Crusades and Family
Memory in the High Middle Ages can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with



what must you're doing of this time.
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