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Parlor Ponds: The Cultural Work of the American Home Aquarium, 1850–1970 examines the myriad
cultural meanings of the American home aquarium during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and argues
that the home aquarium provided its enthusiasts with a potent tool for managing the challenges of historical
change, from urbanization to globalization. The tank could be a window to an alien world, a theater for
domestic melodrama, or a vehicle in a fantastical undersea journey. Its residents were seen as inscrutable and
wholly disposable “its,” as deeply loved and charismatic individuals, and as alter egos by aquarists
themselves.

Parlor Ponds fills a gap in the growing field of animal studies by showing that the tank is an emblematic
product of modernity, one using elements of exploration, technology, science, and a commitment to rigorous
observation to contain anxieties spawned by industrialization, urbanization, changing gender roles, and
imperial entanglements. Judith Hamera engages advertisements, images, memoirs, public aquarium
programs, and enthusiast publications to show how the history of the aquarium illuminates complex cultural
attitudes toward nature and domestication, science and religion, gender and alterity, and national conquest
and environmental stewardship with an emphasis on the ways it illuminates American public discourse on
colonial and postcolonial expansion.
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From reader reviews:

Alyson Hardy:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Parlor Ponds: The Cultural Work of
the American Home Aquarium, 1850 - 1970 to read.

James Goodman:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Parlor Ponds: The Cultural Work of the
American Home Aquarium, 1850 - 1970 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

William Oden:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Parlor Ponds: The Cultural Work of the American Home Aquarium, 1850 -
1970 book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange
for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer associated with Parlor Ponds: The Cultural Work of the American Home Aquarium, 1850 - 1970
content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content material but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Parlor Ponds: The Cultural
Work of the American Home Aquarium, 1850 - 1970 is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Russell Thomas:

The book Parlor Ponds: The Cultural Work of the American Home Aquarium, 1850 - 1970 will bring
someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Parlor Ponds: The
Cultural Work of the American Home Aquarium, 1850 - 1970 is much recommended to you to read. You
can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.
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