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Though the genocide of 1994 catapulted Rwanda onto the international stage, English-language historical
accounts of the Great Lakes region of Eastern Africa--which encompasses Burundi, eastern Congo, Rwanda,
western Tanzania, and Uganda--are scarce. Drawing on colonial archives, oral tradition, archeological
discoveries, anthropologic and linguistic studies, and his thirty years of scholarship, Jean-Pierre Chrétien
offers a major synthesis of the history of the region, one still plagued by extremely violent wars. This
translation brings the work of a leading French historian to an English-speaking audience for the first
time.Chrétien retraces the human settlement and the formation of kingdoms around the sources of the Nile,
which were "discovered" by European explorers around 1860. He describes these kingdoms' complex social
and political organization and analyzes how German, British, and Belgian colonizers not only transformed
and exploited the existing power structures, but also projected their own racial categories onto them. Finally,
he shows how the independent states of the postcolonial era, in particular Burundi, Rwanda, and Uganda,
have been trapped by their colonial and precolonial legacies, especially by the racial rewriting of the latter by
the former.Today, argues Chrétien, the Great Lakes of Africa is a crucial region for historical research--not
only because its history is fascinating but also because the tragedies of its present are very much a function
of the political manipulations of its past.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Williamson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get previous to. The The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History giving
you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better
life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

George Carter:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Great Lakes of Africa:
Two Thousand Years of History can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out
of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?

Randy Scott:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of
History can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Great
Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History.

Wilma Richards:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book
The Great Lakes of Africa: Two Thousand Years of History. You can more appealing than now.
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