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This book will lead readers into a medieval culture of ambition, greed, and jealousy that motivated men and
women to take the lives of individuals who trusted them. Collard examines the perception of the crime of
poisoning in the West in medieval times, from about 500 to 1500 AD, exploring the ways the alleged crime
was perceived in contemporary minds. His primary sources are chronicles that cover the entire medieval
period and legal texts that are limited to the late medieval centuries. In order to portray the culture of murder
by poisoning in the West, it was necessary to take into account Byzantine and Islamic documents as well as
ancient texts such as the Scriptures and the writings of Roman historians, both of which were widely known
in the Middle Ages.

This book will lead readers into a medieval culture of ambition, greed, and jealousy that motivated men and
women to take the lives of individuals who trusted them. In these pages, French medievalist Franck Collard
examines the perception of the crime of poisoning in the West from about 500 to 1500. His primary sources
of information are chronicles that cover the entire medieval period and legal texts that are limited to the late
medieval centuries. In order to portray the culture of murder by poisoning in the West, he takes into account
Byzantine and Islamic documents, as well as ancient texts such as the Scriptures and the writings of Roman
historians, both of which were widely known in the Middle Ages.

The resulting volume is concerned with the criminal actions that involve poison and not poison as such.
Poisonous substances as such are described only when necessary for an understanding of a crime. What is
important here is an examination of the ways the alleged crime was perceived in contemporary minds.
Poisoning avoids the use of violence. It was committed without a drawn weapon or bloodshed in a world in
which wounds, swords, knives, and clubs represented aggression and in which the flow of blood determined
the gravity of the crime. Necessarily involving preparation and secrecy, it was often perpetrated
treacherously during a meal, a particularly heinous act in a universe that was united by the companionship of
a meal and the sociability of drinking. The special horror associated with poisoning resulted from the
treachery of those close to the victim-and a sudden death that prevented a final confession of sins.
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From reader reviews:

Ronda Caesar:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is The Crime of Poison in the Middle Ages this reserve consist a lot of the information
with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up.
The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

Dana Gallo:

Beside this The Crime of Poison in the Middle Ages in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to
the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
The Crime of Poison in the Middle Ages because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if
you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Robert Kuehner:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Crime of Poison in the Middle Ages was
colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Crime of Poison in the Middle Ages
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try
to like reading this.

Charles Thomas:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. With
the book The Crime of Poison in the Middle Ages we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with
your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book The Crime of Poison in the Middle Ages.
You can more appealing than now.
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