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The first full-length biography of America’s youngest, and perhaps most underrated, First Lady.

When she married forty-nine-year-old President Grover Cleveland in a White House ceremony on June 2,
1886, Frances Folsom Cleveland was only twenty-one years old, making her the nation’s youngest First
Lady. Despite her age, however, Washington society marveled at how quickly the inexperienced Mrs.
Cleveland (known as “Frank” to her family and friends) established herself as a social leader and capable
spouse. Her popular Saturday receptions and glittering formal social events, combined with the warm and
winning personality she displayed during her first two years in the White House, made her one of America’s
most popular First Ladies.

Yet, as Annette Dunlap demonstrates in Frank, there was more to this charming and resolute woman than her
social and entertaining skills. Active in New York society during the four years between the two Cleveland
administrations, Frances built relationships with many of the nation’s elite that helped return her husband to
the White House for a second term. She played a pivotal role in keeping Cleveland’s operation for cancer a
secret, and as the country’s economic picture and Cleveland’s political popularity deteriorated, she coped
admirably with criticism of herself and her husband, as well as lies about her children’s health.

Even though she shared her husband’s opposition to women’s suffrage, favoring instead an exalted role for
women in the home, she struggled with Cleveland’s possessiveness. A strong and opinionated woman in her
own right, she developed her own network of associations that promoted kindergartens, mission work, and
charitable activities that alleviated conditions for the poor.

The first widowed former First Lady to remarry, Frances found new life as a political activist, taking a strong
stand for military preparedness and promoting the need for a just and lasting peace at the end of World War
I. She maintained leadership roles in several organizations well into her seventies, including the board of
trustees of her alma mater, Wells College. Her lasting contributions to both early and higher education, as
well as her work on behalf of the poor, may well make Frances Folsom Cleveland one of America’s most
underrated First Ladies.

“The book is short, but sweet, and provides a generous acquaintance with Mrs. Cleveland’s own voice,
mostly through her letters.” — CentralJersey.com

“…[Frank] meticulously details Cleveland’s childhood, the 28-year age difference and marriage to President
Grover Cleveland and her life after his death.” — The Courier-Tribune

“A lively and compelling portrait of a little-known figure in political history.” — Paul Grondahl, author of
Mayor Corning: Albany Icon, Albany Enigma
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From reader reviews:

Frances Carpenter:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Frank: The Story of
Frances Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady (Excelsior Editions) book since this book offers
you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it
you know.

Deanna Reed:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a book. The book Frank: The Story of Frances Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First
Lady (Excelsior Editions) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Johnny Cahill:

Exactly why? Because this Frank: The Story of Frances Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady
(Excelsior Editions) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

James Garza:

Frank: The Story of Frances Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady (Excelsior Editions) can be
one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has
good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Frank: The Story of Frances Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady



(Excelsior Editions) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial thinking.
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