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Many homes across America have designs based on plans taken from pattern books or mail-order catalogs.
In Houses from Books, Daniel D. Reiff traces the history of published plans and offers the first
comprehensive survey of their influence on the structure and the style of American houses from 1738 to
1950.

Houses from Books shows that architectural publications, from Palladio’s | Quattro Libri to Aladdin's
Readi-Cut Homes, played adecisive rolein every aspect of American domestic building. Reiff discussesthe
people and the firms who produced the books as well as the ways in which builders and architects adapted
the designs in communities throughout the country. His book also offers awide-ranging anaysis of the
economic and socia conditions shaping American building practices.

As architectural publication developed and grew more sophisticated, it played an increasingly prominent part
in the design and the construction of domestic buildings. In villages and small towns, which often did not
have professional architects, the publications became basic resources for carpenters and builders at al levels
of expertise. Through the use of published designs, they were able to choose among a variety of plans, styles,
and individual motifs and engage in afruitful dialogue with past and present architects. Houses from Books
reconstructs this dialogue by examining the links between the published designs and the houses themselves.

Reiff’s book will be indispensable to architectural historians, architects, preservationists, and regional
historians. Realtors and homeowners will also find it of great interest. A catalog at the end of the book can
function as a guide for those attempting to locate amodel and a date for a particular design. Houses from
Books contains a wealth of photographs, many by the author, that enhance itsimportance as a history and
guide.
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From reader reviews:
James Hubbar d:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Houses from Books: The Influence of Treatises, Pattern
Books, and Catalogs in American Architecture, 1738-1950. Y ou can choose the best book if you love
reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant any book Houses from Books: The Influence
of Treatises, Pattern Books, and Catalogs in American Architecture, 1738-1950. Y ou can add knowledge and
of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open abook or even searching by internet device. It
is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Emmanuel Young:

This Houses from Books: The Influence of Treatises, Pattern Books, and Catalogs in American Architecture,
1738-1950 are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this
Houses from Books: The Influence of Treatises, Pattern Books, and Catalogs in American Architecture,
1738-1950 can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just smple
reading food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed people. Beside that this Houses from Books: The Influence of Treatises, Pattern Books, and Catalogs
in American Architecture, 1738-1950 forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. S0, let's have it and
revel in reading.

Gary McKinney:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Houses from Books: The Influence of Treatises, Pattern Books,
and Catalogs in American Architecture, 1738-1950 why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Bill Flores:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through
abook you can get awide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you



want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Houses from Books: The Influence of Treatises, Pattern Books, and Catalogs in American Architecture,
1738-1950 offer you a new experience in reading through a book.
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