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Focusing on the art of Henri Fantin-Latour (1836-1904) and his colleagues Gustave Courbet, Edgar Degas,
Edouard Manet, Frédéric Bazille, and Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Fellow Men argues for the importance of the
group as a defining subject of nineteenth-century French painting. Through close readings of some of the
most ambitious paintings of the realist and impressionist generation, Bridget Alsdorf offers new insights into
how French painters understood the shifting boundaries of their social world, and reveals the fragile
masculine bonds that made up the avant-garde.

A dedicated realist who veered between extremes of sociability and hermetic isolation, Fantin-Latour painted
group dynamics over the course of two decades, from 1864 to 1885. This was a period of dramatic change in
French history and art--events like the Paris Commune and the rise and fall of impressionism raised serious
doubts about the power of collectivism in art and life. Fantin-Latour's monumental group portraits, and
related works by his friends and colleagues from the 1850s through the 1880s, represent varied visions of
collective identity and test the limits of association as both a social and an artistic pursuit. By examining the
bonds and frictions that animated their social circles, Fantin-Latour and his cohorts developed a new pictorial
language for the modern group: one of fragmentation, exclusion, and willful withdrawal into interior space
that nonetheless presented individuality as radically relational.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Allen:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Fellow Men: Fantin-Latour and the
Problem of the Group in Nineteenth-Century French Painting will make you to possibly be smarter. You can
feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Charlene Martinez:

Here thing why that Fellow Men: Fantin-Latour and the Problem of the Group in Nineteenth-Century French
Painting are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Fellow Men: Fantin-Latour and
the Problem of the Group in Nineteenth-Century French Painting giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Fellow Men: Fantin-
Latour and the Problem of the Group in Nineteenth-Century French Painting. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train.
If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Fellow Men: Fantin-Latour
and the Problem of the Group in Nineteenth-Century French Painting in e-book can be your alternative.

Lisa Martin:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book Fellow Men: Fantin-Latour and the Problem of the Group in Nineteenth-Century
French Painting it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can
buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book offers high quality.

Andrew Hulbert:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Fellow Men: Fantin-Latour and the Problem of
the Group in Nineteenth-Century French Painting can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you



know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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