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Despite advances in feminism, the "law of the father" remains the dominant model of Western psychological
and cultural analysis, and the law of the mother continues to exist as an underdeveloped and marginal
concept. In her radical rereading of the Greek myth, Oresteia, Amber Jacobs hopes to rectify the occlusion of
the mother and reinforce her role as an active agent in the laws that determine and reinforce our cultural
organization.

According to Greek myth, Metis, Athena's mother, was Zeus's first wife. Zeus swallowed Metis to prevent
her from bearing children who would overthrow him. Nevertheless, Metis bore Zeus a child-Athena-who
sprang forth fully formed from his head. In Aeschylus's Oresteia, Athena's motherless status functions as a
crucial justification for absolving Orestes of the crime of matricide. In his defense of Orestes, Zeus argues
that the father is more important than the mother, using Athena's "motherless" birth as an example.

Conducting a close reading of critical works on Aeschylus's text, Jacobs reveals that psychoanalytic theorists
have unwittingly reproduced the denial of Metis in their own critiques. This repression, which can be found
in the work of Sigmund Freud and Melanie Klein as well as in the work of more contemporary theorists such
as André Green and Luce Irigaray, has resulted in both an incomplete analysis of Oresteia and an inability to
account for the fantasies and unconscious processes that fall outside the oedipal/patricidal paradigm.

By bringing the story of Athena's mother, Metis, to the forefront, Jacobs challenges the primacy of the
Oedipus myth in Western culture and psychoanalysis and introduces a bold new theory of matricide and
maternal law. She finds that the Metis myth exists in cryptic forms within Aeschylus's text, uncovering what
she terms the "latent content of the Oresteian myth," and argues that the occlusion of the law of the mother is
proof of the patriarchal structures underlying our contemporary social and psychic realities. Jacobs's work
not only provides new insight into the Oresteian trilogy but also advances a postpatriarchal model of the
symbolic order that has strong ramifications for psychoanalysis, feminism, and theories of representation, as
well as for clinical practice and epistemology.
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From reader reviews:

Eileen Williams:

The experience that you get from On Matricide: Myth, Psychoanalysis, and the Law of the Mother may be
the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but On Matricide: Myth, Psychoanalysis, and the Law of
the Mother giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can
be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific On Matricide:
Myth, Psychoanalysis, and the Law of the Mother instantly.

Marylou Arroyo:

Often the book On Matricide: Myth, Psychoanalysis, and the Law of the Mother has a lot of information on
it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after reading this book.

Roger Borquez:

This On Matricide: Myth, Psychoanalysis, and the Law of the Mother is great publication for you because
the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having On Matricide: Myth, Psychoanalysis, and the Law of the Mother in your hand
like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Jeanette Williams:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book On Matricide: Myth, Psychoanalysis, and the Law of the
Mother was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book On Matricide: Myth,
Psychoanalysis, and the Law of the Mother has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the
best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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