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In this groundbreaking study, Kathaleen E. Amende considers the works and lives of late-twentieth-century
southern women writers to explore how conservative Christian ideals of femininity shaped notions of
religion, sexuality, and power in the South. Drawing from the work of authors like Rosemary Daniell and
Connie May Fowler, whose characters?like the authors themselves?grow up believing that Jesus should be a
girl's first "boyfriend," Amende demonstrates many ways in which these writers commingled the sexual and
the sacred.

Amende also looks at the writings of Lee Smith, Sheri Reynolds, Dorothy Allison, and Valerie Martin and
discusses how southern women authors and their characters grappled with opposing cultural expectations.
Often in their work, characters mingle spiritual devotion and carnal love, allowing for salvation despite
rejecting traditional roles or behaviors. In Martin's A Recent Martyr, novitiate Claire disavows southern
norms of femininity?courtship, marriage, and motherhood?but submits to Jesus as she would to a husband. In
Reynolds's Rapture of Canaan, teenage protagonist Ninah Huff imagines that her out-of-wedlock child is the
offspring of Christ because of her conviction that Jesus was present during the sexual act that produced him.

This tie between sexuality and religion afforded women movement between the two, but any attempt to
separate them into compartmentalized spaces, as Amende shows, produces negative consequences?from pain
and mental illness to an inability to connect with others. Ultimately, women have to find a way to unite the
realms of the body and of faith in order to achieve spiritual and romantic fulfillment. As in Dorothy Allison's
Bastard Out of Carolina, where, for the protagonist, gospel music includes both the intensity of violent
fantasies along with a spiritual yearning, it is only when the erotic and the spiritual coexist that women
achieve full self-realization.

Grounded in southern cultural and gender studies and informed by historical, religious, and devotional
literature, Amende's timely and accessible book offers one the first studies to view the intersection of
sexuality and Christianity in southern contexts.
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From reader reviews:

Edward McClung:

This book untitled Desire and the Divine: Feminine Identity in White Southern Women's Writing (Southern
Literary Studies) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you
read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail
store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker
to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past
this reserve from your list.

Anita Rhodes:

The particular book Desire and the Divine: Feminine Identity in White Southern Women's Writing (Southern
Literary Studies) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of
write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Laura McLaughlin:

The reason why? Because this Desire and the Divine: Feminine Identity in White Southern Women's Writing
(Southern Literary Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but
latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as
help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If
I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Harold Singleton:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Desire and the Divine: Feminine Identity in White Southern
Women's Writing (Southern Literary Studies) why because the excellent cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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