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"Faster than a speeding bullet. More powerful than a locomotive. Able to leap tall buildings in a single bound
. . . It's Superman!" Bending Steel examines the historical origins and cultural significance of Superman and
his fellow American crusaders. Cultural historian Aldo J. Regalado asserts that the superhero seems a direct
response to modernity, often fighting the interrelated processes of industrialization, urbanization,
immigration, and capitalism that transformed the United States from the early nineteenth century to the
present. Reeling from these exciting but rapid and destabilizing forces, Americans turned to heroic fiction as
a means of explaining national and personal identities to themselves and to the world. In so doing, they
created characters and stories that sometimes affirmed, but other times subverted conventional notions of
race, class, gender, and nationalism.

The cultural conversation articulated through the nation's early heroic fiction eventually led to a new heroic
type--the brightly clad, super-powered, pro-social action heroes that first appeared in American comic books
starting in the late 1930s. Although indelibly shaped by the Great Depression and World War II sensibilities
of the second-generation immigrants most responsible for their creation, comic book superheroes remain a
mainstay of American popular culture.

Tracing superhero fiction all the way back to the nineteenth century, Regalado firmly bases his analysis of
dime novels, pulp fiction, and comics in historical, biographical, and reader response sources. He explores
the roles played by creators, producers, and consumers in crafting superhero fiction, ultimately concluding
that these narratives are essential for understanding vital trajectories in American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Cohn:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Bending Steel: Modernity and the American Superhero will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make
you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Renee Middleton:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Bending Steel: Modernity and the American Superhero had
been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The publication Bending Steel: Modernity and the American Superhero is not only
giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book Bending Steel:
Modernity and the American Superhero. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Kimberly Smith:

Here thing why this Bending Steel: Modernity and the American Superhero are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is
the content is as delicious as food or not. Bending Steel: Modernity and the American Superhero giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar
with Bending Steel: Modernity and the American Superhero. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Bending Steel:
Modernity and the American Superhero in e-book can be your option.

Tom Harris:

You can obtain this Bending Steel: Modernity and the American Superhero by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose



right ways for you.
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