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For scientist and layman alike this book provides vivid evidence that the Copernican Revolution has by no
means lost its significance today. Few episodes in the development of scientific theory show so clearly how
the solution to a highly technical problem can alter our basic thought processes and attitudes. Understanding
the processes which underlay the Revolution gives us a perspective, in this scientific age, from which to
evaluate our own beliefs more intelligently. With a constant keen awareness of the inseparable mixture of its
technical, philosophical, and humanistic elements, Mr. Kuhn displays the full scope of the Copernican
Revolution as simultaneously an episode in the internal development of astronomy, a critical turning point in
the evolution of scientific thought, and a crisis in Western man's concept of his relation to the universe and to
God.

The book begins with a description of the first scientific cosmology developed by the Greeks. Mr. Kuhn thus
prepares the way for a continuing analysis of the relation between theory and observation and belief. He
describes the many functions--astronomical, scientific, and nonscientific--of the Greek concept of the
universe, concentrating especially on the religious implications. He then treats the intellectual, social, and
economic developments which nurtured Copernicus' break with traditional astronomy. Although many of
these developments, including scholastic criticism of Aristotle's theory of motion and the Renaissance
revival of Neoplatonism, lie entirely outside of astronomy, they increased the flexibility of the astronomer's
imagination. That new flexibility is apparent in the work of Copernicus, whose DE REVOLUTIONIBUS
ORBIUM CAELESTIUM is discussed in detail both for its own significance and as a representative
scientific innovation.

With a final analysis of Copernicus' life work--its reception and its contribution to a new scientific concept
of the universe--Mr. Kuhn illuminates both the researches that finally made the heliocentric arrangement
work, and the achievements in physics and metaphysics that made the planetary earth an integral part of
Newtonian science. These are the developments that once again provided man with a coherent and self-
consistent conception of the universe and of his own place in it.

This is a book for any reader interested in the evolution of ideas and, in particular, in the curious interplay of
hypothesis and experiment which is the essence of modern science. Says James Bryant Conant in his
Foreword: "Professor Kuhn's handling of the subject merits attention, for... he points the way to the road
which must be followed if science is to be assimilated into the culture of our times."
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Patton:

This The Copernican Revolution: Planetary Astronomy in the Development of Western Thought book is
simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper
you read a lot of information you will get. This specific The Copernican Revolution: Planetary Astronomy in
the Development of Western Thought without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Copernican Revolution: Planetary Astronomy in the
Development of Western Thought can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out
to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This The Copernican Revolution:
Planetary Astronomy in the Development of Western Thought having fine arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Clifford Jones:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title The Copernican
Revolution: Planetary Astronomy in the Development of Western Thought suitable to you? The actual book
was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Copernican Revolution: Planetary
Astronomy in the Development of Western Thoughtis a single of several books in which everyone read now.
This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Chad Wright:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Copernican Revolution:
Planetary Astronomy in the Development of Western Thought or perhaps others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Copernican
Revolution: Planetary Astronomy in the Development of Western Thought to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Kimberly Spradlin:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Copernican Revolution: Planetary



Astronomy in the Development of Western Thought to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
start a book and learn it. Beside that the publication The Copernican Revolution: Planetary Astronomy in the
Development of Western Thought can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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