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On October 21, 2012, Pope Benedict XVI canonized Saint Kateri Tekakwitha as the first Native North
American saint. Mohawk Saint is a work of history that situates her remarkable life in its seventeenth century
setting, a time of wars, epidemics, and cultural transformations for the Indian peoples of the northeast. The
daughter of a Algonquin mother and an Iroquois father, Catherine/Saint Kateri Tekakwitha (1656-1680) has
become known over the centuries as a Catholic convert so holy that, almost immediately upon her death, she
became the object of a cult. Today she is revered as a patron saint by Native Americans and the patroness of
ecology and the environment by Catholics more generally, the first Native North American proposed for
sainthood.

Tekakwitha was born at a time of cataclysmic change, as Native Americans of the northeast experienced the
effects of European contact and colonization. A convert to Catholicism in the 1670s, she embarked on a
physically and mentally grueling program of self-denial, aiming to capture the spiritual power of the
newcomers from across the sea. Her story intersects with that of Claude Chauchetière, a French Jesuit of
mystical tendencies who came to America hoping to rescue savages from sin and paganism. But it was
Claude himself who needed help to face down his own despair. He became convinced that Tekakwitha was a
genuine saint and that conviction gave meaning to his life. Though she lived until just 24, Tekakwitha's
severe penances and vivid visions were so pronounced that Chauchetière wrote an elegiac hagiography
shortly after her death.

With this richly crafted study, Allan Greer has written a dual biography of Saint Kateri Tekakwitha and
Chauchetière, unpacking their cultures in Native America and in France. He examines the missionary and
conversion activities of the Jesuits in Canada, and explains the Indian religious practices that interweave with
converts' Catholic practices. He also relates how Tekakwitha's legend spread through the hagiographies and
to areas of the United States, Canada, Europe, and Mexico in the centuries since her death. The book also
explores issues of body and soul, illness and healing, sexuality and celibacy, as revealed in the lives of a man
and a woman, from profoundly different worlds, who met centuries ago in the remote Mohawk village of
Kahnawake.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Britton:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Mohawk Saint: Catherine Tekakwitha
and the Jesuits will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about everything.
But some of you think that open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could
be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Wayne Gaddis:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Mohawk Saint:
Catherine Tekakwitha and the Jesuits book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Lynn Groff:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of
them is this Mohawk Saint: Catherine Tekakwitha and the Jesuits.

Hoa Gilkey:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Mohawk Saint: Catherine Tekakwitha and the
Jesuits can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.
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