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NO OTHER COUNTRY SO DOMINATES THE HEADLINES: Iran is portrayed as a nuclear threat, a
terrorist nation, a charter member of the Axis of Evil bent on the destruction of Israel. But behind those
headlines—and the fierce rhetoric of Iran’s most hard-line leaders—is a proud nation with a 2,500-year
history of Persian poetry, art, and passion.

Based on more than thirty extended reporting trips to Iran, including the turbulent aftermath of the disputed
June 2009 election, Scott Peterson’s portrait is the definitive guide to this enigmatic nation, from the roots of
its incendiary internal struggles to the rise and slide of Iran’s earthshaking 1979 Islamic Revolution.

This prize-winning American journalist with unparalleled experience in Iran takes us there, inside a country
where an educated and young population is restlessly eager to take its place in the world; where martyrs of
the "sacred" Iran-Iraq War are still mourned with tears of devotion; where the cultural and religious forces of
light and darkness are locked in battle. Peterson brings stunningly alive the diversity within Iran—from the
hard-liners who shout "Death to America" to the majority who comprise the most pro-American population
in the Middle East.

Let the Swords Encircle Me gives voice to Iranians themselves—the clerics and the reformers, the
filmmakers and the journalists, the True Believers and their Westernized and profane brethren—to
understand the complexities of Iran today. Through dedicated and in-depth reporting, Peterson shows how
every word, image, and sensibility in Iran is often deliciously unexpected and counterintuitive. Ideology
matters. So does "resistance." And azadi: freedom.

Peterson deftly holds a mirror up to both sides of the U.S.-Iran conflict. Americans and Iranians, he writes,
share a belief in their own exceptionalism and "manifest destiny" (which for Iran includes its nuclear
ambitions) and frequent need of an "enemy" in political discourse. The same elements that have locked the
United States and Iran in the most vicious of struggles—stretching back to the 1953 CIA coup in Tehran and
the 1979 U.S. Embassy hostage saga—are the same ones that could one day make Iran and the United States
the most "natural" allies in the region.

In this critical and personal account, Peterson illumines the latest episodes of Iran’s century-old quest for
democracy and freedom. He explains how the Islamic Revolution—launched as a beacon of justice and
resistance for Iranians and all the world’s Muslims—has not lived up to its ambitious promise. He shows
how the violence of 2009 damaged the regime’s legitimacy and marks the start of an irreversible decline.

Let the Swords Encircle Me takes us into the minds and hearts of Iranians today, and will be a crucial guide
as Americans and Iranians attempt to overcome their bitter estrangement.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Marcil:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled Let the Swords Encircle Me: Iran--A Journey
Behind the Headlines can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Donna Bradford:

Why? Because this Let the Swords Encircle Me: Iran--A Journey Behind the Headlines is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the
guide store hurriedly.

Sherman Etheridge:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from that. One
particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Let the Swords Encircle Me: Iran--A Journey
Behind the Headlines, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Jon Watson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Let the Swords Encircle Me: Iran--A
Journey Behind the Headlines guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Let the Swords
Encircle Me: Iran--A Journey Behind the Headlines as good book but not only by the cover but also by
content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why



you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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