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The famous statue of Kamehameha I in downtown Honolulu is one of the state's most popular landmarks.
Many tourists and residents however, are unaware that the statue is a replica; the original, cast in Paris in the
1880s and the first statue in the Islands, stands before the old courthouse in rural Kapa'au, North Kohala, the
legendary birthplace of Kamehameha I. In 1996 conservator Glenn Wharton was sent by public arts
administrators to assess the statue's condition, and what he found startled him: A larger-than-life brass figure
painted over in brown, black, and yellow with """"white toenails and fingernails and penetrating black eyes
with small white brush strokes for highlights...It looked more like a piece of folk art than a nineteenth-
century heroic monument."""" The Painted King is Wharton's account of his efforts to conserve the Kohala
Kamehameha statue, but it is also the story of his journey to understand the statue's meaning for the residents
of Kapa'au. He learns that the townspeople prefer the """"more human"""" (painted) Kamehameha, regaling
him with a parade, chants, and leis every Kamehameha Day (June 11). He meets a North Kohala volunteer
who decides to paint the statue's sash after respectfully consulting with kahuna (Hawaiian spiritual leaders)
and the statue itself. A veteran of public art conservation, Wharton had never before encountered a
community that had developed such a lengthy, personal relationship with a civic monument. Going against
the advice of some of his peers and ignoring warnings about """"going native,"""" Wharton decides to
involve the people of Kapa'au in the conservation of their statue and soon finds himself immersed in
complex political, social, and cultural considerations, including questions about representations of the Native
Hawaiian past: Who should decide what is represented and how? And once a painting or sculpture exists,
how should it be conserved? The Painted King examines professional authority and community involvement
while providing a highly engaging and accessible look at """"activist conservation"""" at work, wherever it
may be found.
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From reader reviews:

Enrique Myers:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Painted King: Art, Activism, and Authenticity in Hawaii.

Steven Stockton:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Painted King: Art,
Activism, and Authenticity in Hawaii, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come
on its referred to as reading friends.

Christopher Pruett:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The Painted King: Art, Activism, and Authenticity in Hawaii why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Carlos Tabor:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Painted King: Art, Activism, and Authenticity in Hawaii when you needed it?
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