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In 1958 William L. Langer, in a well-known presidential address to the American Historical Association,
declared the informed use of psychoanalytic depth psychology as "the next assignment" for professional
historians.  Psychoanalysis and History, volume 31 of The Annual of Psychoanalysis, examines the degree to
which Langer's directive has been realized in the intervening 45 years.

Section I makes the case for psychobiography in the lives of historical figures and exemplifies this
perspective with analytically informed studies of the art of Wassily Kandinsky; the films of Stanley Kubrick;
and the anti-Semitism of Adolf Hitler. Section II reviews Freud's own psychohistorical contributions and
then considers the relevance to historical inquiry of the more recent perspectives of Winnicott, Kernberg, and
Kohut.
Section III explores an intriguing tributary of psychobiographical inquiry: the impact of the biographer's own
subjectivity on his or her work. 

Section IV turns to a topic of perennial interest: the psychobiographical study of American presidents. 
Section V turns to the special challenges of applying psychoanalysis to topics of religious history and
includes topical studies of religious figures as disparate as the 15th century Asian Drukpa Kunley and Osama
bin Laden.  Section VI focuses on the recent extension of psychohistorical inquiry to groups of people and to
cultural phenomena more generally: an investigation of the youth movement in pre-Nazi Germany;
consideration of how societies, no less than individuals, reenact and work through traumas over time; and an
outline of the role of analysis in constructing a depth-psychological "social psychology" of use to historians.

These papers, no less than those that precede them, are compelling testimony to the claim with which editors
James William Anderson and Jerome A. Winer begin the volume, to wit, that "Psychoanalysis would seem to
be a resource indispensable to the study of history."
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Wesley:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled The Annual of
Psychoanalysis, V. 31: Psychoanalysis and History? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

George Thomas:

Here thing why this The Annual of Psychoanalysis, V. 31: Psychoanalysis and History are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Annual of Psychoanalysis, V. 31: Psychoanalysis and
History giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is
no reserve that similar with The Annual of Psychoanalysis, V. 31: Psychoanalysis and History. It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book
maybe the form of The Annual of Psychoanalysis, V. 31: Psychoanalysis and History in e-book can be your
choice.

Desmond Goforth:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Annual of Psychoanalysis,
V. 31: Psychoanalysis and History book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data
in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Yvonne Speight:

Beside this The Annual of Psychoanalysis, V. 31: Psychoanalysis and History in your phone, it may give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It
is good thing to have The Annual of Psychoanalysis, V. 31: Psychoanalysis and History because this book
offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's all about.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot
be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to
read it from now!
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