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Americans have never been more religious than they are now, at the dawn of the twenty-first century. By all
reports, attendance rates at traditional places of worship are high and rising; the influx of new immigrant
religions has revitalized standard faiths and drawn in those who had strayed from them. Popular television
shows like "The Simpsons" feature characters who go to church every Sunday and speak to God; special
events, like the 1998 outdoor mass in Worcester, Massachusetts, for a comatose girl believed to have
miraculous powers, attract thousands of people.

This collection is both part of this ferment and an intellectual reflection upon it. Religion and Cultural
Studies features essays by major scholars from the fields of anthropology, history, literary criticism, and
religion in order to enrich critical discourse about religion and culture. Despite the variety of disciplines
represented by this group of scholars and the variety of cultures explored in their essays--from fifteenth-
century Flemish asceticism and nineteenth-century African-American spiritualism to Russian blood-libel
trials and Alien Abduction Reports in the twentieth century--their common ground is the question of
religion's place in current American academic analysis, and more broadly in American life today. The
volume's range of vocabulary and subject matter is aimed at vitalizing scholarly interest in the field of
religion and cultural studies and deepening intellectual inquiry in the contemporary academy.

The contributors are Eytan Bercovitch, Karen McCarthy Brown, Gillian Feeley-Harnik, Richard Wightman
Fox, Jenny Franchot, Giles Gunn, Geoffrey Galt Harpham, Bruce B. Lawrence, Jack Miles, Susan L.
Mizruchi, and Jonathan Z. Smith.
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From reader reviews:

Rosalyn Kendall:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Religion and Cultural Studies. will
make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But
some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Lorenzo Brown:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Religion and Cultural Studies. has been making
you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for
you. The reserve Religion and Cultural Studies. is not only giving you a lot more new information but also
being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship using the book Religion and Cultural Studies.. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Jon Gonzalez:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you read
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Religion and Cultural
Studies. will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Barry Altman:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended for you is Religion and Cultural Studies. this guide consist a lot of the information with
the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some research when he makes this book. This is why this book appropriate all of you.
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