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This book has one central theme: how, in the United Kingdom, can we create better cities and towns in
which to live and work and play? What can we learn from other countries, especially our near neighbours in
Europe? And, in turn, can we provide lessons for other countries facing similar dilemmas?

Urban Britain is not functioning as it should. Social inequalities and regional disparities show little sign of
going away. Efforts to generate growth, and spread it to the poorer areas of cities, have failed dismally.
Much new urban development and redevelopment is not up to standard. Yet there are cities in mainland
Europe, which have set new standards of high-quality sustainable urban development. This book looks at
these best-practice examples – in Germany, the Netherlands, France and Scandinavia, – and suggests ways in
which the UK and other countries could do the same.

The book is in three parts. Part 1 analyses the main issues for urban planning and development – in economic
development and job generation, sustainable development, housing policy, transport and development
mechanisms – and probes how practice in the UK has fallen short.

Part Two embarks on a tour of best-practice cities in Europe, starting in Germany with the country’s
boosting of its cities’ economies, moving to the spectacularly successful new housing developments in the
Netherlands, from there to France’s integrated city transport, then to Scandinavia’s pursuit of sustainability
for its cities, and finally back to Germany, to Freiburg – the city that ‘did it all’.

Part Three sums up the lessons of Part Two and sets out the key steps needed to launch a new wave of urban
development and regeneration on a radically different basis.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Louviere:

The particular book Good Cities, Better Lives: How Europe Discovered the Lost Art of Urbanism (Planning,
History and Environment Series) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author
style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable
to you. The book Good Cities, Better Lives: How Europe Discovered the Lost Art of Urbanism (Planning,
History and Environment Series) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Josefina Smith:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Good Cities, Better Lives: How Europe
Discovered the Lost Art of Urbanism (Planning, History and Environment Series) book written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still doubt Good Cities, Better Lives: How Europe Discovered the Lost Art of
Urbanism (Planning, History and Environment Series) as good book but not only by the cover but also from
the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Shirley Davenport:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Good Cities, Better Lives: How Europe Discovered the Lost Art of Urbanism (Planning,
History and Environment Series) offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Ralph Sanchez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Good Cities, Better Lives: How Europe
Discovered the Lost Art of Urbanism (Planning, History and Environment Series) was multi-colored and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Good Cities, Better Lives: How Europe Discovered the
Lost Art of Urbanism (Planning, History and Environment Series) has many kinds or category. Start from
kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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