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Over the past three decades, phonological theory has advanced in many areas, but it has changed little in its
foundational assumptions about how computational processes can serve as a basis for the theory. This
volume suggests that it may be worthwhile to reconsider some of those assumptions. Is there an order to the
rules in a phonological derivation? What kinds of links other than derivations are possible between the level
of mental representation and the level of speech sounds? Since phonological representations are so much
more sophisticated today than they were a few decads ago, do we need any phonological rules at all?

In this provocative book, leading linguists and computer scientists consider the challenges that computational
innovations pose to current rule-based phonological theories and speculate about the advantages of
phonological models based on artificial neural networks and other computer designs. The authors offer new
conceptions of phonological theory for the 1990s, the most radical of which proposes that phonological
processes cannot be characterized by rules at all, but arise from the dynamics of a system of phonological
representations in a high-dimensional vector space of the sort that a neural network embodies. This new view
of phonology is becoming increasingly attractive to linguists and others in the cognitive sciences because it
answers some difficult questions about learning while drawing on recent results in philosophy, psychology,
artificial intelligence, and neuroscience.

The contributors are John A. Goldsmith, Larry M. Hyman, George Lakoff, K. P. Mohanan, David S.
Touretzky, and Deirdre W. Wheeler.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Grossi:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their
can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on guardería until university need that The Last Phonological Rule: Reflections on Constraints and
Derivations (Studies in Contemporary Linguistics) to read.

Martina Joseph:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Last Phonological Rule: Reflections on
Constraints and Derivations (Studies in Contemporary Linguistics) as your daily resource information.

Elizabeth Murphy:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually The Last Phonological Rule: Reflections on Constraints and Derivations (Studies in Contemporary
Linguistics).

Nancy Gump:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many
books in the top list in your reading list will be The Last Phonological Rule: Reflections on Constraints and
Derivations (Studies in Contemporary Linguistics). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can
get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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