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The story of West Indian immigrants to the United States is considered a great success. Many of these
adoptive citizens have prospered, including General Colin Powell. But Mary Waters tells a very different
story about immigrants from the West Indies, especially their children.

She finds that when the immigrants first arrive, their knowledge of English, their skills and contacts, their
self-respect, and their optimistic assessment of American race relations facilitate their integration into the
American economic structure. Over time, however, the realities of American race relations begin to swamp
their positive cultural values. Persistent, blatant racial discrimination soon undermines the openness to whites
the immigrants have when they first arrive. Discrimination in housing channels them into neighborhoods
with inadequate city services and high crime rates. Inferior public schools undermine their hopes for their
children's future. Low wages and poor working conditions are no longer attractive for their children, who use
American and not Caribbean standards to measure success.

Ultimately, the values that gained these first-generation immigrants initial success--a willingness to work
hard, a lack of attention to racism, a desire for education, an incentive to save--are undermined by the
realities of life in the United States. In many families, the hard-won relative success of the parents is
followed by the downward slide of their children. Contrary to long-held beliefs, Waters finds, those who
resist Americanization are most likely to succeed economically, especially in the second generation.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Reid:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be learn. Black Identities: West Indian Immigrant Dreams and American Realities can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Peter Mullins:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Black Identities: West
Indian Immigrant Dreams and American Realities which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's view.

James Brady:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Black Identities: West Indian Immigrant
Dreams and American Realities or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science book, any other book likes Black Identities: West Indian Immigrant Dreams and American
Realities to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Cassandra Giron:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as
of book Black Identities: West Indian Immigrant Dreams and American Realities. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location
to other place.
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