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The Poetics of Commemoration is a study of commemorative skaldic verse from the Viking Age. It
investigates how skaldic poets responded to the deaths of kings and the ways in which poetic
commemoration functioned within the social and political communities of the early medieval court.
Beginning with the early genealogical poem Ynglingatal, the book explores how the commemoration of a
king's ancestors could be used to consolidate his political position and to provide a shared history for the
community. It then examines the presentation of dead kings in the poems Eiriksmal and Hakonarmal,
showing how poets could re-cast their kings as characters of myth and legend in the afterlife. This is
followed by an analysis of verse in which poets use their commemoration of one king to reinforce their
relationship with his successor; it is shown that poetry could both help and hinder the integration of the poet
into the retinue of a new king. Focusing then on the memorial poems composed for Kings Olafr Tryggvason
and Olafr Haraldsson, as well as for the Jarls of the Orkney Islands, the book considers the tension between
public and private expressions of grief. It explores the strategies used by poets to negotiate the tumultuous
period that followed the death of a king, and to work through their own emotional responses to that loss. The
book demonstrates that skaldic poets engaged with the deaths of rulers in a wide variety of ways, and that
poetic commemoration was a particularly effective means not only of constructing a collective memory of
the dead man, but also of consolidating the new social identity of the community he left behind.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Milbrandt:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Poetics of Commemoration: Skaldic Verse and Social Memory,
c. 890-1070 (Oxford English Monographs). Try to make book The Poetics of Commemoration: Skaldic
Verse and Social Memory, c. 890-1070 (Oxford English Monographs) as your close friend. It means that it
can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Bettie Hentges:

The reserve with title The Poetics of Commemoration: Skaldic Verse and Social Memory, c. 890-1070
(Oxford English Monographs) includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit
after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented
the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world.
That book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so
you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Kathleen Owen:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
your account is The Poetics of Commemoration: Skaldic Verse and Social Memory, c. 890-1070 (Oxford
English Monographs) this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly,
that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Colton Fierros:

This The Poetics of Commemoration: Skaldic Verse and Social Memory, c. 890-1070 (Oxford English
Monographs) is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this The Poetics of Commemoration: Skaldic Verse and Social Memory,
c. 890-1070 (Oxford English Monographs) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside
this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is



reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety
for your better life along with knowledge.
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